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	XXX. HOMEWORK

	1. Purpose

	The Board of Directors of the School District of Pittsburgh supports the importance of homework as a regular part of the educational program.


	2. Authority
	The Homework Policy has been formulated and approved by the Board of School Directors.


	3. Definitions
	Homework is defined as any independent work planned/approved and assigned by the teacher to be completed by the student with or without support outside of the regular classroom without the immediate and direct supervision of the teacher.



	4. Delegation of Responsibility
	This Homework Policy shall be under the day-to-day supervision of the Superintendent of Schools, who may delegate responsibilities to other individuals, as designated by the Board, while maintaining the ultimate authority to enforce said Policy.  



	
	The Pittsburgh Public Schools reaffirms the importance of assignment and completion of homework as an integral part of the school experience.  Meaningful homework assignments assigned systematically provide additional time for learning which contributes toward student academic growth.  Homework should build on classroom work and should encourage and measure the development of self-discipline and associated good work habits in students. Completing homework also develops student responsibility and promotes cooperation and family relationship with the school.
Students complete homework in order to:

· Reinforce learning through practice, application, integration and /or extension of knowledge and skills.

· Develop study skills, work habits and a sense of personal responsibility so that the student may become an independent learner.  

· Foster students’ personal development in areas such as time management, responsibility, perseverance, and self confidence.

· Stimulate imagination, originality and creativity.

· Enhance home / school communications and provide for increased curriculum understanding.

· Encourage a follow up of worthwhile school activities into permanent leisure interests.

· Involve families in the learning process of their children.
The Board directs the Superintendent  to

· Develop guidelines for the age and subject matter assignment appropriate assignment of homework

· Create and execute an annual communications plan for families, teachers and students on the role and importance and evaluation of homework which includes student, family, principal and teacher responsibilities.

· Provide teachers with suggested homework assignments consistent with the district’s adopted curriculum

· Assure that all students can access the materials and resources needed to complete homework.




PROPOSED
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