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HOMEWORK – ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS
The Pittsburgh Public Schools reaffirms the importance of assignment and completion of homework as an integral part of the school experience.  Meaningful homework assignments assigned systematically provide additional time for learning which contributes toward increasing our student is learning.  Homework should build on classroom work and should encourage and measure the development of self-discipline and associated good work habits in students. Completing homework also develops student responsibility and promotes cooperation and family relationship with the school.

DEFINITION

Homework is defined as any independent work planned/approved and assigned by the teacher to be completed by the student with or without support outside of the regular classroom without the immediate and direct supervision of the teacher.

OBJECTIVES OF HOMEWORK
Students complete homework in order to:
· Reinforce learning through practice, application, integration and /or extension of knowledge and skills.

· Develop study skills, work habits and a sense of personal responsibility so that the student may become an independent learner.  

· Foster students’ personal development in areas such as time management, responsibility, perseverance, and self confidence.

· Stimulate imagination, originality and creativity.

· Enhance home / school communications and provide for increased curriculum understanding.

· Encourage a follow up of worthwhile school activities into permanent leisure interests.

· Involve families in the learning process of their children.

Role of the Principal
The Role of the Principal works with teachers to:
· Ensure that homework is consistent with the district educational goals.

· Facilitate communication between classroom and specialist teachers {including special education teachers, related arts teachers} concerning homework.

· Monitor, communicate and support the teachers, families and students in the implementation of homework procedures.

· Encourage teachers to use homework as a tool to reinforce learning
· Support the need for balance among the many learning activities besides homework in students’ lives.

· Facilitate the communication process between the school and home and help maintain the family/school partnership as it relates to homework.  

Role of the Teacher

· Present all assignments clearly and concisely, the format to be followed, the standards for acceptance and the due date.

· Provide assignments which vary in quantity and degree of difficulty appropriate to the student’s grade and instructional level.
· Provide short-term assignments on a daily basis to reinforce specific skills which have been presented in class and to encourage students to use study time 
wisely and efficiently.
· Encourage students to use study time wisely and efficiently.

· Ensure that assignments are relevant to in-class activities and free of un-necessary repetition.

· Provide assignments that permit the student to demonstrate comprehension through the use of multi-media.

· Provide opportunities, where applicable, for students to do reports, research papers or research projects which require the citing of multiple sources.

· Assign work based on the availability of materials needed to complete a given assignment.

· Consider assignments as integral parts of a student’s educational program, and therefore, a part of his nine-week grade.

· Notify parents if a student’s assignments are habitually incomplete or un-satisfactory.

· Make sure the homework assignments serve a sound educational purpose.  Homework is not intended to be punishment or busy work.
· Plan some assignments that encourage interdisciplinary learning, emphasizing creativity and critical thinking. 
· Monitor and adjust homework tasks that correlate with in class learning.
· If departmentalized, teachers need to collaborate the strategize the homework time.
Role of the Student
The student in preparing an assignment should:

· Copy all assignments into planner (grades 4-8), carefully recording due dates and important information, ask questions if it is not clear.
· Set a time each day to complete quality homework.

· Check work and, if possible, explain it to an adult.

· Maintain the highest quality work on homework assignments. 

· Take home all necessary resources, such as packets, textbooks, notes, and study guides.

· Bring the completed homework to school before or on the due date.
· Be responsible for getting assignments when absent from school.

· Be responsible for returning any borrowed resource materials.

Role of the Families
Family members can encourage their children by showing interest and displaying helpful attitudes toward homework.  Family members should:
· Promote a positive attitude toward homework as part of the learning process.

· Understand and reinforce expectations for the quality of student work.

· Provide structure, a site, and tools needed to help the child organize and complete homework.

· Be available to provide supervision and support, but do not do the assignment.

· Communicate often with the child and his or her teacher, giving feedback to the teacher when there is a homework concern.
HOMEWORK TIME SCHEDULE

Kindergarten

Assignments will be on an occasional basis according to classroom activities and 
student needs.

Primary Grades (1-2)

Each student will be assigned homework four nights per week for a minimum of 
fifteen (15) minutes and a maximum of thirty (30) minutes per night.

Intermediate Grades (3-5)

Each student will be assigned homework four nights per week for a minimum of thirty (30) minutes and a maximum of sixty (60) minutes per night.
Middle Grades (6-8)

Each student will be assigned homework four nights per week for a minimum of four (4) hours and a maximum of eight (8) hours per week
High School (9-12)
Each student will be assigned homework for ninety (90) minutes per night on four (4) days out of seven (7) days. 

EVALUATION OF HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS
The following guidelines are intended to assist in the evaluation of student homework assignments.
· A student in Grade 1 through 8 should complete no less than 80% of the homework assignments for a given subject during a report period or have his or her report card grade lowered one level (i.e. from a C to a D).
· High school committee will reconvene to recommend plan for high school students.
· Completed homework assignments should be checked and recorded.
· Assign homework that relates to material being taught in class and enhances the student’s performance on examinations.

· Make-up assignments should be easily accessible to the student.

· Teachers should provide a swift, accurate, fair and comprehensive way of evaluating and returning homework to students.
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