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COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 
MARCH 4,2003 

REVISION OF 2002-2003 SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR 

WHEREAS, The Pittsburgh Public School District is required by the State of 
Pennsylvania to provide 180 days of instruction each school year; and 

WHEREAS, The school calendar for the 2002-2003 school year was interrupted due to 
inclement weather resulting in four "snow" days occurring on December 5, 2002, 
December 11,2002, February 17,2003 and February 18,2003; and 

WHEREAS, The District is required to make up two of the snow days to comply with the 
1 80-day requirement; 

BE IT RESOLVED, That The Board of Education of the School District of Pittsburgh 
authorize its proper officers to amend the school calendar for the 2002-2003 school year. 
The revised school calendar will eliminate the open houselparent conference days 
scheduled for middle and high schools on March 14, 2003 and elementary schools on 
March 17,2003 and,the vacation day on May 16,2003. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jean E. Wood, Chairperson 
Committee on Education 



PITTSBURGH'PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
DAY SCHOOL CALENDAR 
2002-2003 SCHOOL YEAR 

FIRST SEMESTER BEGINS: 

Teachers 

Students 

Number of Teacher Days 
Number of Student Days 

SECOND SEMESTER BEGINS: 

Students 

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL: 

Teachers 
Students 

TOTAL SCHEDULED DAYS: 

Teachew 
Students 

Labor Day 
Vacation Day 
Veterans Day 
Thanksgiving Vacation 
Winter Vacation 

Dr. King Day 
Spring Vacation 
Vacation Day 
Memorial Day 

ORGANlZATlON AND RECORD MAINTENANCE DAYS: 

ClericallOrganbationDay 
ClericallOrganization Day 
In-Service Day 

MiddlelSecondary - Open HouselConference Day 
Elementary - Open HouseIConference Day 
All Levels-In-Service 
All Levels - ClericaVOrganization 
All Levels - In Service 
MiddleISecondary - Open House/Conference Day 
Elementary - Open HouselConference Day 
All Levels - ClericaVOrganization 

Wednesday, August 28,2002 

Tuesday, September 3, 2002 

98 Days 
91 Days 

Monday, February 3,2003 

June 19,2003 
June 17,2003 

192 Days 
182 Days . 

., 
., .. 
September 2,2002 
September 16,2002 
November 11,2002 
November 28,29, and December 2, 2002 
Deceniber 23, 2002 through 

January 1,2003 
January 20,2003 
April 17 through 21,2003 
May 16,2003 
May 26,2003 

August 28,2002 
August 29,2002 
August 30,2002 

October 14,2002 
October 21.2002 
November 5, 2002 
January 30,2003 
January 31,2003 
March 14,2003 
March 17, 2003 
June 18 and 19,2003 



E Elementary Only 

M Middle Only 

S Secondary Only 

Vacation Day 

Pupil Only Vacation Day 

Number of School Day 



E Elementary Only 

M Middle Only 

ss-@Only 

Vacation Day 

Pupil Only Vacalion Day 

Number of School Days 



PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
DAY SCHOOL CALENDAR 
2002-2003 SCHOOL YEAR 

(Revised - March 4,2003) 

FIRST SEMESTER BEGINS: 

. Teachers Wednesday, August 28,2002 

Students 

Number of Teacher Days 
Number of Student Days 

SECOND SEMESTER BEGINS: 

Students 

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL: 

Teachers 
Students 

TOTAL SCHEDULED DAYS: 

Teachers 
Students 

Labor Day 
Vacation Day 
Veterans Day 
Thanksgiving Vacation 
Winter Vacation 

Dr. King Day 
Spring Vacation 
Memorial Day 

ORGANIZATION AND RECORD MAINTENANCE DAYS: 

ClericaVOrganizationDay 
Clerical/Organization Day 
In-Service Day 

MiddleISecondary - Open HouselConference Day 
Elementary - Open HouselConference Day 
All Levels-In-Service 
All Levels - ClericallOrganization 
All Levels - In Service 
All Levels - ClericaVOrganization 

Tuesday, September 3,2002 

98 Days 
91 Days 

Monday, February 3,2003 

June 19,2003 
June 17,2003 

192 Days 
182 Days 

September 2,2002 
September 16, 2002 
November 11,2002 
November 28,2B, and December 2, 2002 
December 23, 2002 through 

January 1,2003 
January 20,2003 
April 17 through 21,2003 
May 26,2003 

August 28,2002 
August 29,2002 
August 30,2002 

October 14,2002 
October 21,2002 
November 5,2002 
January 30,2003 
January 31,2003 
June 18 and 19,2003 



E ElcmcntJry Ody 

M Middle Only 

S Secondary Only 

Vacalim Day 

Pupil Only Vacalion Day 

Number of Schwl Daya 



Revised 3/4/03 

E Elcmcmvy Only 

M Middle 

s scwnduy Only 

Vacation Day 

Pupil Only Vacatim Day 

Number of School D~ya 



Revised 3/4/03 

E Elementary Ody 

M Middle Only 

S Secondary Onty 

Vacation Day 

Pupil Only Vacation Day 

Number af School Days 



Revised 3/4/03 

E Elementary Only 

M Middle Only 

S Secondary Only 

Vacation Day 

Pupil Only Vacntion Day 

Number of School Days 
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1 P-R-0-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 

2 MS. HARRIS: O k a y .  If we c o u l d  a l l  s t a n d  

3 t o  s a l u t e  t h e  f l a g .  

4 ( S a l u t e  t o  t h e  f l a g .  ) 

5 MS. HARRIS: May we  h a v e  r o l l  c a l l ,  please.  

6 MR. BRENTLEY: H e r e .  

7 MR. RUSHFORD: M r .  B r e n t l e y ?  

8 MR. BRENTLEY: H e r e .  

9 MR. RUSHFORD: M r s .  C o l a i z z i ?  

1 0  MS. COLAIZZI :  Here. 

11 MR. RUSHFORD: M r s .  F i n k ?  

12 MS. FINK: H e r e .  

13 MR. RUSHFORD: M r s .  I s l e r ?  

1 4  MR. ISLER: P r e s e n t .  

15 MR. RUSHFORD: M r .  M a t t h e w s ?  

1 6  MR. MATTHEWS: P r e s e n t .  

1 7  MR. RUSHFORD: M r .  M c C r e a ?  

1 8  M r .  Taylor? 

1 9  MR. TAYLOR: H e r e .  

20  MR. RUSHFORD: M r s .  Wood? 

2 1  MS. WOOD: H e r e .  

2 2  MR. RUSHFORD: M r s .  H a r r i s ?  

2 3  MS. HARRIS: H e r e .  

2 4  O k a y .  You have the C o m m i t t e e  on E d u c a t i o n  

2 5  i n  f r o n t  of y o u .  



If you want to take a moment to look it 

over, and if you have any questions. 

Yes, Mr. Isler. 

MR. ISLER: Yes, Mrs. Harris. 

Just for the record, can -- we are -- we 

are voting on a change in the school calendar, because - 

of the number of snow days; correct? 
- 

MS. HARRIS: Correct. 

MR. ISLER: So this is only up until 

today? 

MS. FINK: Right. 

MR. ISLER: And we may have to make another 

change; right? 

MS. HARRIS: Correct. 

MR. ISLER: Okay. 

And what we are doing is trying to pick up 

days during the year; am I correct on that? 

MS. HARRIS: Yes. 

MR. ISLER: Thank you. 

MR. TAYLOR: I have just one question. 

MS. HARRIS: Yes, Mr. Taylor. 

MR. TAYLOR: Of someone. 

We are changing, from my understanding of 

reading this, we are changing March 14th, and 

March 17th, is t h a t  a -- i s  t h a t  o u r  -- I guess for 



Dr. King, is that too soon to cancel these events, or 

add to those? 

I mean, is past practice, they maybe give 

people a little bit more notice? 

DR. KING: This was short notice, but we 

just came up with this, with this idea, and we met - 

with the PFT, and the PFT agreed, and we wanted to 
- 

take advantage of those two days, as opposed to making 

.a change in the spring break, or the end of the year 

calendar. 

We thought it would be better to go this 

way. 

I wanted to mention, too, that Dr. Thompson 

had to leave, he wasn't feeling well, so I will sit in 

for Dr. Thompson. 

MR. TAYLOR: My other question is what it 

is eliminating, are the open house, and parents 

c o n f e r e n c e  days, scheduled for middle and high schools 

on March 14th and March 17th, so, are those going to 

be made up? Because I think it should be, somehow or 

other. 

DR. KING: We had a long discussion with 

the executive directors about those two days, and what 

they told us, was that we get a pretty sparse turnout 

f o r  t h e s e  two open house p a r e n t  conference days 



anyway. 

But  w e  w i l l  n o t i f y  a l l  p a r e n t s  t h a t  i f  t h e y  

s t i l l  d e s i r e  a  p a r e n t  c o n f e r e n c e ,  w e  w e r e  a s k i n g  

s c h o o l s  and PSCC1s t o  make a r r a n g e m e n t s  t o  p r o v i d e  

c o n f e r e n c e s  f o r  t h o s e  p a r e n t s .  

MR. TAYLOR: The o n l y  t h i n g  I r a i s e  a b o u t  

t h a t ,  you know, r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e ,  w e  h a v e  

t o  o f f e r  -- I b e l i e v e  w e  s h o u l d  o f f e r  t h a t  t o  t h e  

p a r e n t s ,  and s o  I u n d e r s t a n d  w e  have  t o  change o u r  

days  around,  b u t  I do t h i n k  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  s t i l l  

p r o v i d e  t h o s e  open house and  p a r e n t  c o n f e r e n c e  d a y s  i n  

some k i n d  o f  s t r u c t u r e ,  i n  some k i n d  o f  manner.  

I s t i l l  t h i n k  w e  owe it t o  t h e  p a r e n t s ,  t o  

o f f e r  t h a t ,  t h o s e  d a y s .  

DR. K I N G :  We w i l l  make s u r e  p r i n c i p a l s  

know t h a t  no p a r e n t  s h o u l d  b e  d e n i e d  a  c o n f e r e n c e ,  i f  

t h e y  d e s i r e  t o  have  one.  

M S .  HARRIS:  M r s .  C o l a i z z i .  

MR. ISLER: No p a r e n t  l e f t  b e h i n d .  

DR. K I N G :  No p a r e n t  l e f t  b e h i n d .  

M S .  C O L A I Z Z I :  Is t h a t  a  mandate? 

Unfunded? 

M S .  FINK: E v e r y t h i n g  i s  unfunded a r o u n d  

h e r e .  

MS. C O L A I Z Z I :  Dr. K i n g ,  w h a t l s  May 16th? 



I t  j u s t  s a y s ,  "Vacat ion  day , "  what a c t u a l l y  i s  -- i s  

i t  j u s t  a  d a y  t h a t  w e  dec ided  t o  g i v e  i t  o f f ?  

M S .  WOOD: Is t h a t  a  m i s t a k e ,  o r  was it t h e  

2 6 t h ?  

DR. K I N G :  W e  a r e  mandated t o  have  

1 8 0  d a y s ,  I t h i n k  o u r  c a l e n d a r  s c h e d u l e d  182 days ,  a n d  - 

May 1 6 t h  w a s  a n  e x t r a  v a c a t i o n  day t h a t  w e  s c h e d u l e d  
- 

i n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  w e  d i d  have snow d a y s .  

I f  w e  d i d n ' t  have any snow days ,  t h a t  would 

have  been  a  v a c a t i o n  day .  S ince  w e  -- 

MR. FELLERS : No. 

DR. K I N G :  No? 

J o d y  . 
M S .  SPOLAR: I won' t  c o n t r a d i c t  Andy. Tha t  

was a  n o n s t u d e n t  -- t h a t  was a  n o n s t u d e n t ,  nonworkday, 

b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  c a l e n d a r ,  a n d  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  t h e  

need  t h a t  h a s  a r i s e n ,  t h a t  i f  you h a d  more t h a n  two 

snow d a y s ,  a n d  you needed t o  make up a day,  i t  w a s  

a g r e e d  t h a t  t h a t  would b e  t h e  f i r s t  day  t h a t  w e  would 

go  t o .  

Had w e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  t h a t  day ,  o u r  s t u d e n t s  

would have  e n d e d  on a  Monday, t h a t ' s  never  i d e a l ,  s o  

you b u i l d  i n  a day,  t h e y  end on a  Tuesday, it makes 

t h a t  week a  l i t t l e  more meaningful  f o r  them a t  t h e  e n d  

o f  t h e  y e a r .  



A n d  aga in ,  it g ives  you t h a t  day t o  go t o ,  

i n  t h e  even t  you have t h e  need t o  reschedule a s n o w  

day .  

So it w a s  planned t o  be a nons tuden t ,  

nonschool day,  b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  school  y e a r  

calendar r e a l l y  f o r  t h i s  purpose, so  obviously,  t h a t  - 

w a s  o u r  f i r s t  choice,  w h e n  w e  had t h e  f irst  s n o w  d a y .  

MS. C O L A I Z Z I :  O k a y .  T h a n k  you. 

MS. HARRIS :  A n y  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ?  

M a y  w e  have r o l l  c a l l .  

MR. RUSHFORD: M r .  B r e n t l e y ?  

MR. BRENTLEY: Y e s .  

MR. RUSHFORD: M r s .  C o l a i z z i ?  

MS. C O L A I Z Z I :  Y e s .  

MR. RUSHFORD: M r s .  F i n k ?  

MS. FINK: Y e s .  

MR. RUSHFORD: M r .  I s ler?  

MR. ISLER: Yes. 

MR. RUSHFORD: M r .  M a t t h e w s ?  

MR. MATTHEWS: Y e s .  

MR. RUSHFORD: M r .  T a y l o r ?  

MR. TAYLOR: Y e s .  

MR. RUSHFORD: M r s .  Wood? 

MS. WOOD: Y e s .  

MR. RUSHFORD: M r s .  H a r r i s ?  



MS. HARRIS: Y e s .  

MR. RUSHFORD: Nine a y e s .  

MR. FELLERS: E i g h t .  

MR. RUSHFORD: E i g h t  r a t h e r ,  s o r r y .  

M S .  HARRIS: Okay. 

Could I t u r n  your  a t t e n t i o n  t o  B u s i n e s s  and  
- 

F i n a n c e .  
- 

M r .  F e l l e r s ,  would you l i k e  t o  speak  on  

t h i s  f i r s t ,  p l e a s e .  

MR. FELLERS: T h i s  i s  t h e  i t e m  w e  j u s t  

d i s c u s s e d  l a s t  n i g h t ,  i t  came up l a s t  F r iday ,  o u r  

i n s u r a n c e  c o n s u l t a n t  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  w e  d i d  n o t  have  

c o v e r a g e  f o r  o u r  employees,  a s  a  r e s u l t  of a t e r r o r i s t  

a c t .  

W e  approached  -- t h e y  approached o u r  

e x i s t i n g  c a r r i e r ,  M e t  L i f e ,  and M e t  L i f e  would n o t ,  

under  any  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  a d d  t h a t  c o v e r a g e .  

They checked w i t h  several other companies,  

AIG a g r e e d  t o  a d d  t h a t  coverage ,  a n d  i n  s o  d o i n g ,  

a g r e e d  t o  do s o  a t  a  r a t e  t h a t  w a s  two t e n t h s  o f  a  

c e n t  p e r  t h o u s a n d  c h e a p e r  t h a n  w e  w e r e  paying,  a n d  

t h i s  k i n d  o f  seemed l i k e  a  no b r a i n e r ,  and w e  d e c i d e d  

s i n c e  t h i s  m e e t i n g  had been s c h e d u l e d ,  i f  w e  b r o u g h t  

it f o r w a r d ,  w e  c o u l d  a c t u a l l y  make t h i s  r e t r o a c t i v e  t o  

March l s t ,  l a s t  S a t u r d a y ,  and t h a t  coverage  would be 



1 in place. 

2 This would make our contract with AIG a 

3 14 month contract, so that the anniversary date still 

4 ends on April 30th. 

5 MS. HARRIS: Any questions? 

6 Excuse me, any questions? 

7 If not, could I have roll call, please. 

8 MR. BRENTLEY: Yes. 

9 MR. RUSHFORD: Mr. Brentley? 

10 MR. BRENTLEY: Yes. 

11 MR. RUSHFORD:. Mrs. ~olaizzi? 

12 MS. COLAIZZI: Yes. 

13 MR. RUSHFORD: Mrs. Fink? 

MS. FINK: Yes. 

MR. RUSHFORD: Mr. Isler? 

16 MR. ISLER: Yes. 

17 MR. RUSHFORD: Mr. Matthews? 

MR. MATTHEWS: Yes. 

MR. RUSHFORD: Mr. Taylor? 

MR. TAYLOR: Yes. 

MR. RUSHFORD: Mrs. Wood? 

MS. WOOD: Yes. 

23 MR. RUSHFORD: Mrs. Harris? 

24 MS. HARRIS: Yes. 

25 MR. RUSHFORD: Eight aye. 



1 MS. HARRIS: Okay. If there  i s  n o  o t h e r  

2 b u s i n e s s ,  c o u l d  I please a s k  f o r  a m o t i o n  t o  a d j o u r n .  

3 MR. I S L E R :  S o  m o v e .  

4 MS. F I N K :  I so  m o v e .  

5 MS. HARRIS: S e c o n d ?  

6  MR. I S L E R :  S e c o n d .  - 

MS. HARRIS: A l l  i n  f a v o r ?  
- 

( T h e r e u p o n ,  there  w a s  a chorus  of ayes .  

9 M S .  HARRIS : O p p o s e d ?  

1 0  ( N o  r e s p o n s e .  ) 

11 MS. HARRIS: A b s t a i n ?  

1 2  ( N o  r e s p o n s e .  ) 

13 MS. HARRIS: T h i s  m e e t i n g ' s  a d j o u r n e d .  

15  ( T h e r e u p o n ,  a t  8 : 2 1  p . m . ,  t h e  S p e c i a l  

1 6  L e g i s l a t i v e  Meeting w a s  concluded.)  



C-E-R-T-I-F-I-C-A-T-E 

I ,  Eugene C .  F o r c i e r ,  t h e  unders igned ,  do h e r e b y  

c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  t e n  ( 1 0 )  pages  a r e  a t r u e  

and c o r r e c t  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  my s t e n o t y p y  n o t e s  t a k e n  of  

t h e  S p e c i a l  L e g i s l a t i v e  Meeting h e l d  i n  t h e  P i t t s b u r g h  

Board o f  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  B u i l d i n g ,  

Board  Room, on Tuesday,  March 4 ,  2003. 

. Eugene C .  F o r c i e r ,  Court  R e p o r t e r  


