Friday, September 25, 2020
Dear PPS Parents,
When difficult decisions have to be made, our District takes into consideration all sides of an issue.
The safe return of our students to in-person learning has been our priority since the start of the
pandemic. While our schools are clean, ready and safe to receive its students, our District has to
also consider another major component of our school system…the safety of our staff.
Over the past three weeks, we have worked in collaboration with the Pittsburgh Federation of
Teachers (PFT), the Pittsburgh Administrators Association (PAA), and our Board of Directors to
account for every concern that our staff has regarding returning to school and in-person teaching.
We have also held Town Halls so that we truly listen to our faculty and staff.
PPS and PFT have worked together to extend and maintain remote teaching for an additional five
(5) weeks for teachers and a brief two-day extension for students. The first day of in-person teaching
and learning for both students and teachers will be Monday, November 9, 2020.
As this pandemic progresses further into the school year, your ability to pivot quickly and remain
resilient is truly incredible. We have all been tasked with the impossible challenge of making plans
for our students, staff, and families when what we know and expect continues to evolve. Adapting to
uncertainty is perhaps one of the hardest parts of our “new normal.”
Virtual Learning
To help families stay connected with their child’s virtual learning, I encourage parents/guardians to
visit the Parent Schoology website and/or download the parent app. The Schoology parent
website and app allow parents to review activities, graded assignments, tests/quizzes, class
discussions and overdue homework.
•
•

Visit https://app.schoology.com
Login using your Home Access Center (HAC) credentials

Instructions are also available on our website at https://www.pghschools.org/elearning.
Parents/guardians needing their HAC credentials can contact their child’s school.
Activity Updates
The virtual Magnet Fair scheduled for Saturday, September 26, is postponed. The new date will be
shared with families next week.
Fall Athletic Competitions
Fall sports competitions are underway for student-athletes participating in varsity football, soccer,
field hockey, girls' volleyball, girls’ tennis, cross country, and golf. In alignment with Allegheny County
Health Department guidelines, fan access for all athletic competitions will be limited to maintain
social distancing guidelines. Food and drinks will not be sold at any competition. Fans are permitted
to bring closed plastic bottles of drinks (water, juice, tea, pop, etc.) and personal snacks. Glass or
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open bottles/containers, including water jugs, Yeti’s, Hydro flasks, etc. are not permitted. Athletic
events that take place at Cupples Stadium also have new protocols this season.
This season, all tickets are complimentary, and senior players will receive priority access to game
day tickets through their child’s home school with one ticket per player. No tickets will be available
at the gate at Cupples Stadium. All spectators are required to social distance, sit in assigned seats,
and masks must be worn at all times when moving throughout the stadium. Once spectators are
seated, masks can be removed.
CENSUS 2020 – #BECOUNTED Before It’s Too Late
The last day to participate in Census 2020 is Wednesday, September 30. Responding is easy, quick,
and one of the most important ways to help the Pittsburgh community. The 2020 Census is available
online at www.2020census.gov/ or by calling 844-330-2020.
Technology Resource Centers
As a reminder, five Technology Resource Centers are open Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM
to 2:00 PM through Friday, October 2. Early evening hours are available between 4:00 PM and 6:00
PM by appointment only. Families are encouraged to make an appointment, but walk-ins will be
accepted. Families can schedule an appointment by visiting www.pghschools.org/techsupportappt.
The five sites include:
•
•
•
•
•

Pittsburgh CAPA- 111 9th Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 (use Ft. Duquesne Blvd. Entrance)
Pittsburgh Carrick- 125 Parkfield Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15210
Pittsburgh King- 50 Montgomery Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15212
Pittsburgh Langley- 2940 Sheraden Boulevard, Pittsburgh, PA 15204
Pittsburgh Obama- 515 N. Highland Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15206

Families must please bring their District-issued device, charger, and student login information to the
appointment. Appointments are scheduled in 20-minute increments. Families are asked to arrive ten
minutes before the scheduled appointment.
As a reminder, all schools and Grab and Go locations will be closed on Monday, September 28, for
Yom Kippur. I wish all of you a wonderful weekend.
Thank you for your support,
Anthony D. Hamlet, Ed. D.
Superintendent of Schools
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