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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade:  
Course: 

 

1 2 3 4 5 

Understandings/Big Ideas, 
Standards, and 

Learning Objectives 

Acceptable Evidence for 
Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Knows/Dos) 

Instructional Method 
Exemplars 

Materials/Resources 

  Know: 
 
Do: 

 
 

 
 

This “Curriculum Design Framework” document is organized by grade level and art form or course of study.  When planning, teachers should work from left to right on 
the document, beginning with the Understandings column and moving to the Materials/Resources column.  Teachers are expected to teach the Understandings/Big 
Ideas, Standards, and Learning Objectives (column 1) as well as the Knowledge & Skills (column 3). Although the curriculum provides this common structure, teachers 
still have choice in terms of Assessment (column 2), Instructional Methods (column 4), and Materials/Resources (column 5). 
By the end of the school year, students should demonstrate proficiency in each Grade Level Big Idea and its associated “knows” and “dos”. Instructional Method 
Exemplars are provided for teacher reference to show what instruction might look like to achieve this goal.  Many Exemplars have been and will be further developed 
into Exemplar Unit and Lesson Plans, which will be peer-reviewed and will become available on an on-going basis. 
 
Über Big Ideas: 

I. The skills, techniques, elements and principles of the arts can be learned, studied, refined and practiced. 
II. Artists use tools and resources as well as their own experiences and skills to create art. 
III. The arts provide a medium to understand and exchange ideas. 
IV. Humans have expressed experiences and ideas through the arts throughout time and across cultures. 
V. There are formal and informal processes used to determine the quality of works in the arts. 
VI. People use both aesthetic and critical processes to assess quality, interpret meaning and determine value. 

 
Understandings: These are the Grade Level Big Ideas, which translate the six “Über” Big Ideas to developmentally appropriate language. 
 
Standards: These are the Pennsylvania Academic Standard for the Arts and Humanities (9.1 A, for example). 
 
Objectives:  These are assessable behavioral outcomes linked to the “knows and dos” 
 
Evidence for Assessment:  These are assessment tools and processes used to measure student progress towards the objectives. 
 
Knowledge (Knows):  This is what students will know about the Grade Level Big Ideas. 
 
Skills (Dos):  This is what students will do to understand the Grade Level Big Ideas. 
 
Exemplars:  These are exemplary examples, or in other words, these are example lessons/units that are offered as guide posts for teacher planning and implementation. 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Curriculum Design Framework 
Grade: Kindergarten 

Course: Music 
 

Understandings/Big Ideas, 
Standards, and 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Method 
Exemplars 

Materials/Resources 

 
1. Everyone can make 
music. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1 A,B,C 

 9.3 F 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will identify 
sound and silence in 
music. 

 Students will identify fast 
and slow, long and short, 
high and low, and loud 
and soft sounds. 

 Students will move and 
play instruments to show 
steady beat. 

 
Perform or move to music 
that is playing; stop or 
freeze when music stops.  
(Teacher observation) 
 
Choose the correct visual 
representations from each 
pairing below to identify. 

 fast and slow (rabbit 
and turtle) 

 long and short (fly and 
caterpillar) 

 high and low (bird and 
lion) 

 loud and soft (elephant 
and mouse) 

 
Demonstrate a steady beat 
by:  

 Tapping  

 Moving 

 Stomping 

 Clapping 

 Playing classroom 
percussion instruments 

(Teacher observation) 
 
 

 
Know: 
Music has sound and silence. 
 
Music is: 

 fast and slow 

 long and short 

 high and low 

 loud and soft 
 
Music can have a steady beat. 
 
Do: 
Listen to, move to, and perform music. 
 
Identify the differences between:  

 fast and slow 

 long and short 

 high and low 

 loud and soft 
 
Move to or perform music with a steady 
beat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Play music with clear 
patterns of sound and 
silence.  Have students 
move to show when there 
is sound and freeze when 
there is silence.  
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Play music with fast and 
slow, long and short, high 
and low, or loud and soft 
sounds (focusing on one 
pair at a time).  Have 
students create a 
movement to show each of 
these and perform the 
correct movement to show 
what they are hearing.  
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Introduce the concept of 
steady beat by asking 
students to take their pulse 
and describe what they feel.  
Have students feel their 
pulse with one hand under 
the jaw and tap the beat 
with their other hand.   

 
Recordings of music with 
clear patterns of sound and 
silence 
 
Recordings of music with 
clear patterns of fast/show, 
long/short, high/low, and 
loud/soft 
 
Playback device for 
recordings (CD player, MP3 
player, etc. as appropriate) 
 
Piano 
 
Rhythm sticks 
 
Other classroom percussion 
instruments as appropriate 
(maracas, claves, triangles, 
woodblocks, sandpaper 
blocks, Orff pitched 
percussion) 
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Understandings/Big Ideas, 
Standards, and 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Method 
Exemplars 

Materials/Resources 

 
 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Introduce the concept of 
steady beat by asking 
students about playground 
games and rhymes. Discuss 
where the steady beat lies 
(e.g. where the child jumps 
the rope or claps their 
hands).  
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Play a piece of music with a 
strong steady beat and ask 
students to tap the beat.  
Transfer the tapping to 
other body parts and then 
to classroom percussion 
instruments. 

2. Everyone can create 
music. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1 B 

 9.3 F 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will demonstrate 
whispering, speaking, 
singing, and shouting 
voices. 

 Students will differentiate 
between high and low 

Using the following 
sentence, students will use 
the appropriate voice type 
on the underlined word. 
This is my Speaking voice 
This is my Whisper voice 
This is my Singing voice 
This is my Shouting voice 
(Teacher observation) 
 
Make high or low 
movements (e.g. raise hands 
above head and touch floor) 
to show recognition of high 
and low voices in a recorded 

Know: 
Voices can be used in different ways.  
 
There are differences between high and 
low/female and male voices. 
 
There is a difference between 
instrumental and vocal sounds. 
 
Do: 
Use voices to whisper, speak, sing and 
shout. 
 
Listen to and recognize high and low 
voices. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Teach students a well-
known poem or song (e.g. 
Twinkle Twinkle or Peanut 
Butter Jelly).  Have 
students use their 4 voice 
types - whisper, speak, sing, 
and shout - to perform the 
song or poem.  Split the 
class in half; ask students to 
perform for each other, 
describe what they heard, 
and label the voice types.    
 

Recordings of high and low 
voices, including male, 
female, and children’s voices 
 
Recordings of instrumental 
sounds and vocal sounds 
 
Playback device for 
recordings (CD player, MP3 
player, etc. as appropriate) 
 
Various classroom 
instruments as appropriate 
(maracas, claves, triangles, 
woodblocks, sandpaper 



K 

Pittsburgh Public Schools Music Curriculum | 2011-12 | page 4 

Understandings/Big Ideas, 
Standards, and 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Method 
Exemplars 

Materials/Resources 

voices. 

 Students will distinguish 
between instrumental and 
vocal sounds. 

or live example. 
(Teacher observation) 
 
Give students two cards, 
one with a picture of a 
person singing and another 
with the picture of a person 
playing an instrument.  Ask 
students to listen to a 
recorded or live example of 
a piece of music that uses 
both voices and 
instruments.  Have students 
hold up the appropriate card 
when they hear voices or 
instruments. 
(Teacher observation)  

 
Distinguish between instrumental and 
vocal sounds. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Play recordings of soprano 
and bass voices.  Ask 
students to describe what 
they hear.  Help students to 
identify the soprano as a 
high voice and the bass as a 
low voice.  If possible, use 
a child’s voice for the 
soprano example to 
reinforce the idea that 
children’s voices are high 
no matter if they are female 
or male. 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Give examples of 
instrumental sounds only 
then vocal sounds only. 
Use both recordings and 
live sounds as appropriate.   
Ask students to identify 
whether they are hearing 
voices or instruments and 
have them explain how 
they can tell the difference.  
Play a piece of music that 
uses both voices and 
instruments.  Have 
students hold up a card to 
show whether they are 
hearing voices or 
instruments. 

blocks, Orff pitched 
percussion) 
 
 

3. Music can be shared and 
can be used to express 
feeling. 
 

Play several listening 
selections. Using a happy 
face/sad face chart, have 
students check the box they 

Know: 
People can express and share a variety 
of emotions through movement, 
singing, and playing instruments. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Play various listening 
selections and have 

Recordings of music that 
portrays a variety of 
emotions. 
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Understandings/Big Ideas, 
Standards, and 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Method 
Exemplars 

Materials/Resources 

Standards: 

 9.1 B 

 9.4 B 
Objectives: 

 Students will perform and 
describe music that 
expresses a variety of 
emotions. 

think best portrays that 
emotion and explain why 
they made that choice. 
( Rubric for assessing how 
students defend their 
choices) 

 
Do: 
Move to, sing, and play music that 
expresses and shares a variety of 
emotions. 

students describe how the 
music makes them feel and 
why.  Assign a specific 
emotion to the students 
and have them play a 
classroom instrument, i.e. 
rhythm sticks, tambourine, 
shakers, xylophone, in a 
way that demonstrates that 
emotion.  Ask students to 
describe the choices they 
made, e.g. “I played fast 
because I was angry” or “I 
played softly because I was 
sad.” 

Playback device for 
recordings (CD player, MP3 
player, etc. as appropriate) 
 
Various classroom 
instruments as appropriate 
(rhythm sticks, tambourines, 
shakers, xylophones) 

4. Music is everywhere. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1  B,E 

 9.2 D,G,L 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will identify 
places where people hear 
music. 

 
 
Create a student-generated 
list of places where people 
can hear music. 
(List) 

 
 
Know: 
We hear music in everyday life. 
 
Do: 
Identify places where people hear music. 

 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Ask students to list places 
that they hear music, i.e. 
Heinz Hall, church, 
stadium, amusement park, 
radio, music class, store, 
outdoor concert.   

 
 
Chart paper, chalkboard, or 
white board 
 
Chart markers, chalk, or 
white board markers 

5. People talk about music. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1 G 

 9.3 A, D, .E 
 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will describe 
music that they have 
listened to and performed. 

 
 
Using a class checklist, 
teacher will track student 
statements during class 
discussion. Students may 
express their feelings in a 
non-verbal way. Allow for 
various types of active 
engagement. 

 
 
Know: 
Music can be performed, listened to, 
and discussed. 
 
Do: 
Perform, listen to, and discuss music. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Play a Mr. Rogers or 
Sesame Street episode that 
includes a guest musician. 
Watch the segment with 
the musician both playing 
music and talking about 
and/or discussing the 
music. Have a class 
discussion about what the 
show’s host and the 

 
 
Recorded episode of Mr. 
Rogers or Sesame Street with 
guest musician and 
appropriate playing device for 
the recording. 
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Understandings/Big Ideas, 
Standards, and 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Method 
Exemplars 

Materials/Resources 

musician said about the 
music.  
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Have a visiting artist (may 
be another teacher or an 
upper level student) come 
to class and perform music 
and talk about the music 
performed. Have a class 
discussion about the music. 

6. Music has meaning. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1 B 

 9.4 B, D  
 
Objectives: 

 Students will describe what 
specific pieces of music 
mean to them. 

Play a variety of different 
types of music and have 
students move and react to 
the music and then explain 
why they choose to move 
the way they did. 

Know: 
People can express what music means to 
them. 
 
Do: 
Move to, react to, and perform a variety 
of music. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Play a variety of music and 
Teacher will suggest 
moving in different ways.  
Then will ask students for 
their suggestions for 
additional movements. 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: First Grade 
Course: Music 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

1. Everyone can learn about 
music. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1 A,B,C 

 9.3 C,F 

 9.4 D 
Objectives: 

 Students will demonstrate 
the difference between 
music with a beat and 
without a beat. 

 Students will show the 
difference between long 
and short sounds. 

 Students will improvise 
music using different 
tempos. 

 Students will move to 
show music with groups of 
duple and triple beats. 

 Students will perform one 
beat of sound, one beat of 
silence, and two equal 
sounds per beat in music. 

 Students will read and Sing 
Sol, Mi and La with 
Curwen hand signs or 
other representation. 

 Students will compare 
dynamics in a variety of 
music. 

Read, clap, or move to a 
simple rhythm pattern using 
long (ta) and short short 
(titi)   
 
Set up a xylophone in a 
Pentatonic scale and have 
students improvise a simple 
song at various tempi (Such 
as using the poem  Monkey 
See Monkey Do choose a 
student to perform at a 
tempo ( Fast, slow medium) 
given by the teacher then 
whole class will improvise at 
that tempo say poem using 
another student as example 
leader at another temp 
repeat as necessary. 
 
Demonstrate the correct 
meter pattern of duple or 
triple for a given song. 
 
 Large Group, Small Group 
or individual students will 
correctly clap and say a 
simple teacher notated 
rhythm pattern using ta, titi, 
and quarter rest.  
 
 
Sing a sol, mi, la pattern 

Know: 
There is a difference between beat and 
no beat. 
 
There is a difference between steady 
beat and rhythm. 
 
Music has tempo. 
 
Beats can be arranged in groups of twos 
and threes. 
 
Music has rhythm, consisting of long 
and short sounds and silences. 

 One beat of sound 

 One beat of silence 

 Two equal sounds per beat 
 
Music has pitch, consisting of high and 
low sounds. 

 Sol, Mi, La 
 
Music has dynamics, consisting of forte 
and piano. 
 
Do: 
Move to or aurally identify the 
difference between music with a beat 
and without a beat.  
 
Sing, play and move to simple rhythm 
patterns using long and short sounds. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Using ta’s and titi rhtythm 
patterns have students clap, 
say, or move to pattern 
saying long for ta’s and 
short/short for titi’s.  
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Set up a xylophone in a 
Pentatonic scale and have 
students improvise a simple 
song at various tempi (Such 
as using the poem Monkey 
See Monkey Do. We can do 
the same as you) After 
saying poem Teacher will 
say/select tempo and 
improvise a song then class 
will respond with an 
improvised response at the 
same tempo.  
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Pat clap for duple meter  
Pat clap, clap or Pat clap 
snap to show triple meter.  
Song suggestions Take Me 
Out to the Ballgame for Triple 
Meter and Twinkle, Twinkle 
for duple meter.  

Free Simple Rhythm Cards 
can be found on line for 
download @ www.Beat 
Bopper.com and 
www.Teaching Kids to 
Sing.com 
 
Chart of Curwen Hand Signs 
and see appendix for pictures 
of body scale.  
 
Cards with dynamic levels 
indicated 
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using body scale motions 
while teacher points to 
notes on the board, Elmo, 
or chart.  
 
Using piano and forte cards 
students will identify the 
correct dynamic level while 
listening to a piece of music 
with contrasting dynamic 
sections example could be 
March by Georges Bizet 

 
Improvise music using different tempos. 
 
Identify, compare, and move to music 
with groups of duple and triple beats. 
 
Perform one beat of sound, one beat of 
silence, and two equal sounds per beat 
in music. 
 
Read and Sing Sol, Mi and La with 
Curwen hand signs or other 
representation. 
      
Identify, compare and discuss dynamics 
in a variety of music. 

Echo clapping w/ Teacher 
while saying rhythms using 
ta, titi, and rest.  
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Teacher demonstrates body 
scale (mi- hands on hips, 
sol- hands on shoulders, La 
hands on head) Teacher 
sings phrases using sol, mi, 
la and body scale. A 
suggested song would be 
Little Sally Walker.  
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Listen to The Surprise 
Symphony Have students 
pretend to fall asleep 
during the piano sections 
and then ‘wake up’ and 
look surprised during the 
loud section.  

2. Musicians respond to 
pitch and beat in music. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1 B 

 9.4 C 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will create music 
with found objects and 
environmental sounds. 

 Students will identify and 
compare various voice 
types of children and 
adults. 

 

Perform a piece of music 
using environmental or 
found objects.  (Junk yard 
band style) 
 
Students will correctly 
identify adult and children’s 
voices. 

Know: 
Found objects and environmental 
sounds can be organized into music. 
 
Child voices and adult voices 
 
Do: 
Create music with found objects and 
environmental sounds. 
 
Identify and compare various voice 
types of children and adults. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Create a chart/organizer of 
environmental and found 
sounds as a class.  Have 
students improvise a non -
metered piece using sounds 
from chart.  
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Play various pieces of 
music that uses adult vs. 
children’s voices and talk 
about the differences. 

Chart paper 
 
Found objects for music 
making 
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3. People communicate 
through music. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1 B 

 9.4 D 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will communicate 
an idea through movement 
and/or instrumental/ 
vocal sounds. 

 
Students perform an idea to 
communicate through 
music, (e.g. a windy day, a 
stormy night, a sad event) 
and choose various 
instrumental and vocal 
sounds, as well as 
movement, to communicate 
the idea. 

 
Know: 
People can communicate through 
movement, singing, and playing 
instruments. 
 
Do: 
Move to, sing, and play music to 
communicate. 

 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Students choose an idea to 
communicate through 
music, (e.g. a windy day, a 
stormy night, a sad event) 
and choose various 
instrumental and vocal 
sounds, as well as 
movement, to 
communicate the idea. 

 
Classroom instruments 

4. People around the world 
have always created music. 
 
Standards: 

 9.2 D,K,G 

 9.1 B, F 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will connect/ 
associate pieces of music 
with different places. 

Students will know the 
country of song/poem and 
will be able to perform 
without teacher.  

Know: 
Music is created by many groups of 
people from around the world. 
 
Do: 
Listen to and perform music from 
different places. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Using the poem Bate, Bate 
students will learn to count 
and say words in Spanish. 

A variety of classroom 
instruments 

 
5. People have ideas and 
opinions about music. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1 B 

 9.3 D, E,G 

 9.4 D 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will voice their 
opinions about the quality 
of music and/or 
performances of self and 
peers. 

 
Teacher will use a class 
chart to record student 
participation in a class 
discussion about a recent 
performance in which they 
participated or observed.  

 
Know: 
People voice/state their ideas and 
opinions about the quality of 
music/performances of self and peers. 
 
Do: 
Listen to and observe performances of 
self and peers. 

 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Students will critique 
themselves and others from 
a performance. 
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6. People engage with music 
for different reasons. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1 B 

 9.2 D, K 

 9.4 B 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will create and 
perform music for many 
reasons (to express 
emotion, celebrate, etc.) 

 
 
Make a class list of 
occasions that students 
would use music to express 
emotion, celebrate, etc. 

 
 
Know: 
There are many reasons for listening to, 
performing, and creating music. 
 
Do: 
Listen to, perform, and create music for 
many reasons (to express emotion, 
celebrate, etc.) 

 
 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Discuss ways that music is 
used in their lives. 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: Second Grade 
Course: Music 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

1. Making music takes time 
and skill. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1 A, B, C 

 9.3 B, D 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will sing, play and 
move to rhythms using 
sounds stretching over two 
and four beats, and two 
and four beats of silence. 

 Students will perform, and 
improvise music with a 
variety of dynamic levels. 

 Students will sing, play, 
and move to music using 
accents, staccato, and 
legato. 

 Students will read and Sing 
Do, Mi, Sol, and La with 
Curwen hand signs or 
other representation. 

 Students will compare and 
perform music of two 
different tempi. 

 Students will distinguish 
between steady beat and 
rhythm patterns. 

 Students will distinguish 
between differences in 

Students will perform 
rhythm patterns using whole 
and half notes and rests 
without help from teacher.  
 
Students will improvise or 
illustrate a movement to 
indicate different dynamic 
levels in a piece of music.  
 
Students will sing or say a 
song or poem using legato 
and staccato voices 
correctly.  
 
Students will demonstrate 
by playing or moving the 
accented strong beat in 
duple and triple meter.  
 
Sing a do, sol, mi, la pattern 
using body scale motions 
while teacher points to 
notes on the board, Elmo, 
or chart.  
 
Students will improvise 
music or movements using 
the correct tempo for the 
main characters in the story 
the Tortoise and the Hare.   
 
Have several song titles of 

Know: 
Music has rhythm, consisting of long 
and short sounds and silences. 

 One sound stretching over two 
beats 

 Two beats of silence 

 One sound stretching over four 
beats 

 Four beats of silence 
 
Music has dynamics, consisting of ff, 
mf, mp, pp. 
 
Music uses articulation(s):  

 Accent 

 Staccato 

 Legato 
 
Music has pitch, consisting of high and 
low sounds. 

 Do, Mi, Sol, La 
 
Music can be performed at different 
tempi. 
 
Ostinatos are repeated patterns. 
 
Pieces of music in major and minor 
tonalities sound different. 
 
Do: 
Sing, play and move to rhythms using 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Echo teacher using 4 beat 
rhythm patterns using 
whole, half notes and rests. 
(See pages 86-89 in 2nd 
grade book)   
 
Sing the same song at 
different dynamic levels pp, 
p, mp/mf, f, ff  (may use 
the song Forte/ Piano 
from music k-8). 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Use a phrase from a poem 
or song. Teacher will 
demonstrate saying phrase 
both legato and staccato.  
Have students echo 
phrases.  Talk about the 
differences.  
 
Review duple and triple 
meter adding the accent on 
the strong beat.  
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Teacher demonstrates body 
scale (mi- hands on hips, 
sol- hands on shoulders, La 

See pages 26 &27 in 2nd grade 
book for reinforcement of 
loud and soft dynamics.  
 
A blank copy of different 
graphic organizers  
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major and minor tonalities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

songs that students know 
very well in a hat.  They will 
pull a title out of the hat and 
will have to clap either the 
rhythm of the words or the 
steady beat as they sing the 
song.  This assessment 
could be done in a game 
format.  
 
Teacher will play music and 
students will use visual 
representations to indicate 
whether they hear major or 
minor sounds. i.e. Smile = 
Major, Frown= Minor. 

sounds stretching over two and four 
beats, and two and four beats of silence. 
 
Recognize, perform, and improvise 
music with a variety of dynamic levels. 
 
Sing, play, and move to music using 
accents, staccato, and legato. 
 
Read and Sing Do, Mi, Sol, and La with 
Curwen hand signs or other 
representation. 
 
Compare and perform music of two 
different tempi. 
 
Distinguish between steady beat and 
rhythm patterns 
 
Distinguish between differences in 
major and minor tonalities. 

hands on head, do hands 
on toes (low do), do hands 
raised above head (high do) 
Teacher sings phrases using 
sol, mi, la, and do with 
body scale. A suggested 
song would be This Is My 
Country page 87 in grade 2 
book.   
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Use a venn diagram chart 
to compare and contrast 2 
different tempos. Such as 
Largo and Allegro. Also 
use the story of The Tortoise 
and the Hare pick a slow 
piece of music for the 
Tortoise and a fast piece 
for the Hare 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Sing a song and have 
student’s keep a steady beat 
(patting knees, clapping, 
moving around the room).  
Then sing the same song 
but clap the rhythm of the 
words. Lead the class in a 
discussion about the 
difference between the 
rhythm of the words and a 
steady beat.   
You may also find using 
rhythmic ostinatos helpful 
with this concept.   
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Take a simple (short) 
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familiar song (such as Mary 
Had A Little Lamb or 
Twinkle Twinkle) and the 
Teacher will play it in a 
major key then play same 
song in a minor key. 

2. Musicians use notation to 
organize sound. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1 A,B,C 

 9.3 C,F 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will visually and 
aurally identify families of 
instruments and describe 
characteristics that identify 
them as part of that family. 

 Students will compose, 
read, and perform music 
with quarter notes, eighth 
notes, and quarter rests 
using iconic and stick 
notation. 

 

Students will create a poster 
of an instrument family.   
 
Listen and identify 
instrument families 
 
Students will say, clap and 
play a 4 measure rhythmic 
pattern using iconic and 
stick notation with quarter 
notes, eighth notes 
(connected), and quarter 
rest. ( Pages 250 and 251 
have 2 example songs) 

Know: 
Instrument families: 

 String 

 Woodwind 

 Brass 

 Percussion 

 Keyboards 

 Electronic 
 
Written notation can communicate long 
and short sounds and silences. 

 Quarter notes 

 Eighth notes (groups of two) 

 Quarter rests 
 
Do: 
Visually and aurally identify families of 
instruments and describe characteristics 
that identify them as part of that family. 
 
Compose, read and perform music with 
quarter notes, eighth notes, and quarter 
rests using iconic and stick notation. 

(Include non-Western 
instruments in examples) 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Through a variety of 
resources Teacher will 
expose students to 
instruments and their 
families using both western 
and non-western 
instruments.  
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Teacher shows a 4 measure 
4 beat rhythmic pattern 
using ta, titi, and rest. See 
page 25 in 2nd grade book 
for example.  
Students will practice 
rhythmic pattern using say, 
clap, and play method. 

Use Glossary of Instruments 
in back of student book 
Grade 2  
 
Posters of Instrument 
Families include non western 
instruments 

3. Music provides a way to 
understand the people 
around us. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1 B,I 

 9.2 D, K, F 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will explain how 

Children teach their song to 
another student or class. 

Know: 
Music tells us about our immediate 
community. 
 
Do: 
Use music to understand and express 
ideas about our immediate community. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
American Folk Songs are a 
great way to tie into 
community.  Discuss how 
Folk Songs and Stories are 
passed on from generation 
to generation.  (Yankee 
Doodle, She’ll be Coming 
Round the Mountain, and This 
Little Light of Mine) 
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music allows us to 
understand and express 
ideas about our immediate 
community. 

To interview an adult to 
learn a song from their 
childhood.  

 
 
4. Different groups of people 
create different kinds of 
music. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1 B,F 

 9.2 E,F,G,K 

 9.3 F 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will compare and 
contrast musical traditions 
or different groups of 
people. 

 
 
Students will identify on a 
map the 2 or more countries 
they focused on and make at 
least 1 statement about the 
traditions, or cultures. 

 
 
Know: 
Different groups of people have 
different musical traditions. 
 
Do: 
Explore musical traditions of different 
groups of people. 

 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Choose 2 or more songs 
and counties focused in 
Unit 3 in the Spotlight 
book grade 2 and do an in-
depth study of the culture 
and traditions of people 
from those countries.  

 

 
 
Use world maps, Google 
earth, Spotlight DVD etc. 

5. People have different 
ideas and opinions about 
music. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1 B,G 

 9.3 B,D 

 9.4 D 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will articulate 
opinions about 
performances of self and 
peers. 

Teacher will use a class 
chart to record student 
statements about a recent 
performance they 
participated in or attended. 

Know: 
People share their ideas and opinions 
about the quality of 
music/performances of peers. 
 
Do: 
Discuss and share ideas and opinions 
about performances of self and peers. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Students will critique 
themselves and others from 
a performance they have 
participated in or seen. 

 

6. Music can serve different 
purposes. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1 B,C 

 9.2 F,K 

Given a selection of familiar 
songs students will correctly 
categorize them according 
to the purpose in which they 
are used. 

Know: 
Music is created to serve a variety of 
purposes, e.g. to make work easier, to 
celebrate, to mark life events, to share 
social and cultural norms. 
Do: 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Teacher will play a variety 
of music that have different 
functions i.e. work songs, 
celebration, life events.  

Stereo, piano, classroom 
instruments 
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 9.3 A,F 
Objectives: 

 Students will identify the 
function of pieces of 
music. 

Identify the function of pieces of music. Have students label what 
category they think the 
song belongs. 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: Third Grade 
Course: Music 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

1. Everyone uses elements of 
music. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1.3 A, B, C 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will sing and play 
melodic ostinatos.  

 Students will perform, and 
improvise musical phrases. 

 Students will perform 
partner songs and rounds.  

 Students will read, sing, 
and improvise melodies 
that utilize Do, Re, Mi, Sol, 
and La with Curwen hand 
signs or other 
representation 

 Students will sing or 
perform music with 
varying dynamic levels.  

 Students will perform and 
differentiate between 
accent, staccato and legato 
markings. 

 Students will perform, 
categorize and describe 
music of different tempi. 

 
 
 

Identify and perform 
melodic ostinatos. 
 
 
Identify, improvise and 
respond to a musical phrase 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Perform a round or partner 
song in harmony 
 
 
 
Compose or improvise a 
melody using Do Re Mi So 
La. 
 
Create movement that 
responds to dynamic, 
articulation, or tempo 
changes in music. 
 

Know: 
Melodic ostinatos are repeated patterns 
of pitches. 
 
Phrases are musical sentences.  
 
Rounds and partner songs can create 
harmony. 
 
Music has pitches that are organized 
into melodies. 

 Do, Re, Mi, Sol, La 
 
Music has dynamics that change:  

 Crescendo  

 Decrescendo 
 
Music uses articulation(s):  

 Accent 

 Staccato 

 Legato 
 
Music can be performed at different 
tempi; these changes are described by 
musical terms. 

 Presto  

 Moderato 

 Largo 
 
Do: 
Sing and play melodic ostinatos.  
 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Compose and perform a 
simple melodic ostinato 
using voices or 
instruments. 

 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Compare a musical phrase 
to a sentence. Improvise 
musical phrases with voices 
or instruments. Identify call 
and response as musical 
question and answer. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Sing a round or partner 
song in unison and then in 
two parts, identifying the 
result as harmony 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Compose or improvise a 
melody with voices or 
instruments using pitches 
Do, Re, Mi, So, La 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Model dynamic, 
articulation, and tempo 
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Recognize, perform, and improvise 
musical phrases. 
 
Perform rounds and partner songs. 
 
Read, sing, and improvise melodies that 
utilize Do, Re, Mi, Sol, and La with 
Curwen hand signs or other 
representation. 
 
Recognize and produce dynamic 
changes in music. 
 
Perform and differentiate between 
accent, staccato, and legato. 
 
Perform, categorize and describe music 
of different tempi, using appropriate 
vocabulary. 

changes in a musical 
selection through 
movement. Describe these 
changes using appropriate 
vocabulary. 
 

2. Music uses a variety of 
sounds, instruments, and 
voices. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1.3 A, B, C 
Objectives: 

 Students will identify 
various voice 
classifications, e.g. 
soprano, alto, tenor bass. 

 Students will identify 
visually and aurally 
different instruments. 

 Students will read and 
perform music that utilizes 
repeat signs, meter, treble 
clef, bar lines, measures, 
whole and half notes, 
whole and half rests. 

 

Categorize female voices as 
soprano/alto and male 
voices as tenor/bass 
 
Visually and aurally identify 
individual instruments and 
describe their method of 
sound production 
 
Read, perform, and notate 
four measures of music 
 

Know: 
Voices can be pitched differently: 

 Soprano 

 Alto 

 Tenor 

 Bass 
 
Individual instruments 
 
Instruments sound different because 
there are different methods of sound 
production. 
 
Written notation consists of symbols 
arranged on the musical staff.  

 Repeat signs 

 Meter signature/meter 

 Clef signs: treble 

 Bar lines 

 Measures 

 Whole note 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Listen to examples of male 
and female singing voices. 
Identify these as SATB. 
Chart the qualities of each 
voice type. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Listen to examples of 
various instruments. 
Identify the qualities of 
each.  Discuss how 
instruments are grouped in 
families. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Place a game with students 
to arrange symbols on the 
musical staff. 

Recordings of various 
instruments and voices. 
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 Half note 

 Whole rest 

 Half rest 
Do: 
Identify and compare various voice 
types. 
 
Visually and aurally identify individual 
instruments. 
 
Describe and compare sounds of 
various instruments and the method of 
sound production. 
 
Read and perform music that utilizes 
repeat signs, meter signature, treble clef, 
bar lines, measures, whole notes, half 
notes, whole rests, and half rests. 

 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Compose and perform four 
measures of music using 
written notation 

3. Music provides a means 
to communicate ideas. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1.3 B, E 
Objectives: 

 Students will perform 
music and describe the 
idea(s) it communicates. 

Communicate an idea using 
musical instruments. 

Know: 
Music effectively communicates a 
variety of ideas. 
 
Do: 
Communicate ideas in a positive way 
using music. 
 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Create a story using 
classroom instruments that 
communicates an idea or 
emotion  
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
When given words that 
express emotion, students 
create a corresponding 
sound piece. 

Classroom instruments 

4. Different groups of people 
create different kinds of 
music depending on where 
and when they live. 
 
Standards: 

 9.2.3G 
Objectives: 

 Students will tell how 

Write a narrative about the 
role of music in the life of 
an adult 

Know: 
Music is created differently depending 
on tradition, time, and location. 
 
Do: 
Examine how the traditions of different 
groups of people from various times and 
locations are reflected in music. 
 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Talk with an adult about 
music that was popular in 
their youth. Share any 
musical insights with the 
group if desired. 
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music varies from time 
and location. 

 

 

5. People both talk and write 
about their ideas and 
opinions. 
 
Standards: 

 9.3.3A 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will differentiate 
between facts and 
opinions. 

 Students will state and 
explain their opinions 
about performers and 
performances. 

Write or state three opinions 
and three facts 
 
State and explain facts and 
opinion about a musical 
performance 

Know: 
There is a difference between opinion 
and fact. 
 
People share their ideas and opinions 
about the quality of 
music/performances by speaking and 
writing (intuitive criticism). 
 
Do: 
Differentiate between opinion and fact. 
 
Speak and write about ideas and 
opinions of the quality of music, 
including performances by professional 
performing groups. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Give examples of facts and 
opinions. Question for 
understanding. Is this a fact 
or an opinion? Why? 
 
Watch a music 
performance and ask the 
students to give opinions 
and state facts about the 
performance – performers. 
Fact: “He is playing a 
guitar.” 
Opinion:  “He is a really 
good guitar player.” 

Video of a music 
performance 

6. Music can affect the way 
people feel. 
 
Standards: 

 9.4.3 A 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will explain how 
music can evoke a variety 
of emotions. 

Name, act out, or move 
with emotions evoked by 
music selections 

Know: 
Music can evoke a variety of emotions. 
 
Do: 
Reflect on and explain how music can 
evoke a variety of emotions. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Name a variety of emotions 
and have students act out 
(with face or body). 
 
Discuss how music can 
affect emotions. Name or 
play happy songs, sad 
songs, scary songs, etc.  
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Move to or state the 
emotion connected to 
music that is played. (Why 
does it make you feel that 
way?) 

Recorded music 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: Fourth Grade 
Course: Music 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

1. Music is created using 
different forms and textures. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1.4 A, B, C 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will read and sing 
melodies utilizing a one-
octave diatonic scale. 

 Students will notate and 
perform a C Major scale. 

 Students will label AB 
(binary), ABA (ternary), 
and rondo form in 
listening selections. 

 Students will perform 2-
part homophonic 
harmony. 

 Students will use 
appropriate vocabulary to 
describe and categorize 
different tempi. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sight read (alone or with 
others), using Curwen hand 
signs, a simple melody that 
utilizes all the pitches of the 
diatonic scale.  
(Teacher observation) 
 
Notate and perform the C 
major scale and label the 
whole and half steps. 
 
Raise hands or move to 
identify when a section 
changes. 
(Teacher observation) 
 
Color code A, B, and C 
sections within a written 
score. 
(Worksheet) 
 
Perform, in small groups, 2-
part homophonic harmony. 
(Teacher observation) 
 
Perform a piece of music at 
different tempi and describe 
the tempi and tempo 
changes using the 
appropriate vocabulary. 
(Checklist) 
 

Know: 
Music has pitches that are organized 
into melodies: 

 Fa 

 Ti 
 
The major scale is made up of a pattern 
of whole and half steps. 
 
Music has form.  

 AB (binary) 

 ABA (ternary) 

 Rondo 
 
Different notes performed at the same 
time produce harmony. 
 
Music can be performed at different 
tempi and the tempi can change within a 
musical selection; these are described by 
musical terms: 

 Allegro 

 Andante   

 Ritardando 

 Accelerando  
 
Do: 
Read and sing melodies that utilize a 
one-octave diatonic scale. 
 
Perform and notate a C major scale. 
 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Have students read a 
simple melody using 
solfege that utilizes all the 
pitches of the diatonic 
scale. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Using some representation 
of a keyboard (paper or 
real), show students how a 
major scale is constructed 
using a set pattern of whole 
and half notes (W W H W 
W W H).  Have them 
practice this pattern by 
starting on any note and 
constructing a major scale.   
 
Transfer the C major scale 
to the staff and have 
students perform the scale 
from notation, either on 
paper keyboards or on a 
real keyboard, such as an 
Orff instrument.   
 
Present students with a C 
major scale that has pitches 
missing.  Have them fill in 
the missing pitches by 

Representation of a keyboard 
(paper, Orff keyboard 
instrument, piano) 
 
Visual representation of the 
range of tempi (largo > 
presto) and tempo changes 
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Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Identify section changes within AB, 
ABA, and rondo form and create music 
using those forms. 
 
Perform different notes at the same time 
in order to produce harmony. 
 
Perform, categorize and describe music 
of different tempi and music with 
changing tempi, using appropriate 
vocabulary. 
 
 
 

identifying where the whole 
and half steps should be.   
 
Ask students to switch 
papers and read and 
perform what another 
person has written. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Guide students to combine 
phrases from familiar songs 
to create sections of music 
within a larger form. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Have students learn 
individual part(s) separately 
while reading a combined 
score or other visual 
representation and then 
perform the parts together 
to produce harmony, e.g. a 
piece with a split last note. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Have students perform 
music at different tempi 
and describe what they did 
to make the music slower 
or faster.  Ask them to 
perform the music again, 
changing the tempo and 
utilizing ritardando and 
accelerando.  Have 
students describe what 
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Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

happened and use 
appropriate vocabulary in 
their descriptions. 

2. Musicians practice using 
different materials, 
including voices and 
instruments, to make music. 
Standards: 

 9.1.4 A, B, C 
 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will identify and 
describe the tone color of 
different instruments and 
voices. 

 Students will read and 
perform music utilizing 
sixteenth notes in groups 
of four, accent, staccato, 
tenuto (legato), fermata, 
and multi-measure rests. 

 
 
Match an instrument with 
its sound 
 
Read and perform a four 
measure musical selection 
using identified musical 
symbols. 

 
 
Know: 
Individual instruments and voices have 
distinct timbres/tone colors.  
 
Written notation: 

 Sixteenth notes in groups of 
four 

 Accent 

 Staccato 

 Tenuto (legato) 

 Fermata 

 Multi-measure rests 
 
Do: 
 Aurally identify individual instruments 
and voices with words that describe tone 
color/timbre. 
 
Read and perform music that utilizes 
sixteenth notes in groups of four, 
accent, staccato, tenuto, fermata, and 
multi-measure rests. 

 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Listen to the unique sound 
of instruments.  Play a 
matching game to identify 
the instrument with its 
sound. (pg. 399, New  
Series) 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Play a game with students 
to identify various musical 
symbols  
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Compose four measures of 
music using identified 
musical symbols. Perform 
the composition for the 
class. 

 
 
Recorded examples of 
musical instruments 

3. Music provides a way to 
understand time and place. 
 
Standards: 

 9.2.4 A, F, G, H 
Objectives: 

 Students will identify and 
give examples of musical 
traditions of their extended 
community. 

Report on a jazz musician 
who made a contribution to 
the jazz scene in Pittsburgh. 

Know: 
 Music tells us about our extended 
community. 
 
Do: 
Listen to, perform, and/or discuss 
musical traditions of our extended 
community. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Research jazz traditions in 
the Pittsburgh community. 

 



4  -Music 

Pittsburgh Public Schools Music Curriculum | 2011-12 | page 23 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 
4. Available materials and 
technology affect the way 
that music is created. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1.4 J 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will describe and 
create music using a 
variety of materials and 
technology. 

 

 
Create a melody using 
notation software and 
describe their experience. 

 
Know: 
 Music is created differently depending 
on available materials and technology. 
 
Do: 
Compare music created with a variety of 
materials and technology. 
 
 

 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Notate a short melody or 
composition that can be 
played on an instrument. 
Transcribe this piece in the 
computer lab using 
notation software. 
Experiment with organic 
and artificial sounds.   

 
Computer 

5. Musicians use specific 
vocabulary to describe 
quality (formal criticism). 
 
Standards: 

 9.3.4 D 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will describe the 
quality of music using 
appropriate music 
vocabulary. 

Write or make statements 
about the quality of a 
musical performance, using 
appropriate vocabulary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Know: 
People use music vocabulary to talk 
about quality (formal criticism). 
 
Do: 
Use music vocabulary to talk about 
quality. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Have students compare 
their performance of a 
piece with a performance 
by another group, i.e. a 
performance from the 
textbook accompaniment 
recording. Ask them to 
listen for specific elements/ 
principles already learned, 
e.g. tempo, pitch, rhythm, 
harmony, melody, 
expression markings, form, 
timbre. Guide them to use 
the appropriate vocabulary 
to make statements about 
the quality of their own 
performance or the 
performance of others. 
Student responses might 
include: 

 Our performance was 

Recorded examples of music 
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Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

good because we all 
stayed together on 
tempo. 

 Their performance was 
not good because they 
were not on pitch. 

6. People have different 
ideas about what makes 
music beautiful. 
 
Standards: 

 9.4.4 A 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will tell why they 
think a piece of music is 
beautiful. 

Explain why a piece of 
music is beautiful. 
 
 
 
 

Know: 
Ideas about beauty vary based on an 
individual’s experiences and preferences. 
 
Do: 
Discuss and respond to different 
opinions about the beauty of music. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Include listening examples 
from many different 
genres/styles 

Recorded examples of music 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: Fourth Grade 
Course: Band 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 
***All of the knowledge and skills learned in music (ALL BIG IDEAS), plus these additional pieces for Big Idea 1: 
 

1. Music is created using 
different forms and textures. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1.4 A, B, H 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will hold 
instrument in proper rest 
and playing position. 

 Students will name the 
parts of the instruments 
and describe how they 
function. 

 Students will assemble and 
care for instrument. 

 Students will demonstrate 
correct tone production. 

 Students will maintain 
practice logs or another 
tool to demonstrate 
evidence of regular 
practice. 

 Students will set practice 
goals. 

 Students will demonstrate 
and explain appropriate 
ensemble routine and 
rehearsal/performance 

Demonstrate good posture 
and instrument position 
both sitting and standing 
 
Explain and demonstrate  
instrument anatomy, 
assembly, and care 
 
Produce age appropriate 
tone production, 
articulation, breathing, and 
embouchure. 
 
Produce a completed 
practice log which reflects at 
home practice routine. 
 
Consistently follows 
established routines and 
etiquette. 
 
Performs and/or improvises 
a piece using 5 or more 
notes (such as Aura Lee)  

Know: 
Posture, instrument position 
 
Parts of the instrument, how the 
instruction functions 
 
Basic care of instrument 
 
Tone production, including tonguing, 
breathing and embouchure 
 
Practice habits 
 
Ensemble routine and rehearsal/ 
performance etiquette 
 
Five pitches, appropriate to instrument 
 
Do: 
Hold instrument in proper rest and 
playing position 
 
Name the parts of the instrument and 
how they function 
 
Assemble and care for instruments 
 
Demonstrate correct tone production 
 
 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Demonstrate good posture 
and instrument position 
both sitting and standing. 

 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Explain and demonstrate  
instrument anatomy, 
assembly, and care. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Produce age appropriate 
tone production, 
articulation, breathing, and 
embouchure. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Produce a completed 
practice log which reflects 
at home practice routine. 
 
 Follows established 
routines and etiquette. 
 
Performs and/or 
improvises a piece using 5 

 
Band instruments 
 
Practice log 
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Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

etiquette. 

 Students will read, play, 
and improvise pieces with 
five pitches and correct 
fingerings. 

 

Maintain practice log/another tool; 
demonstrate evidence of practice 
regularity 
 
Set practice goals 
 
Demonstrate, explain appropriate 
ensemble routine and 
rehearsal/performance etiquette 
 
Read, play, and improvise pieces with 
five pitches with correct fingering. 

or more notes (such as 
Aura Lee) 
 
 
 
 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Analyze why tone is correct 
or incorrect and 
experiment with solutions 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Tell why and how to 
practice; using a 5-step 
process:  

1. Play through music 
2. Isolate problem 
3. Drill problem spot 

until mastery 
4. Put back into 

musical context 
5. Repeat 1-4 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: Fourth Grade 
Course: Strings 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 
***All of the knowledge and skills learned in music (ALL BIG IDEAS), plus these additional pieces for Big Idea 1: 
 

1. Music is created using 
different forms and textures. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1.4 A, B, C, H 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will hold 
instrument in proper rest 
and playing position. 

 Students will name the 
parts of the instrument 
and their functions. 

 Students will assemble and 
care for instrument. 

 Students will demonstrate 
correct tone production. 

 Students will identify and 
use frog, tip, hair, and stick 
of the bow. 

 Students will maintain 
practice logs or another 
tool to demonstrate 
evidence of regular 
practice. 

 Students will set practice 
goals. 

 Students will demonstrate 
and explain appropriate 

Demonstrate good posture 
and instrument position 
both sitting and standing 

 
 
Explain and demonstrate  
instrument anatomy, 
position, and care 
 
Produce age appropriate 
tone production including 
pizzicato and arco 
 
Demonstrate bow hold 
 
Produce a completed 
practice log which reflects at 
home practice routine. 
 
Consistently follows 
established routines and 
etiquette. 
 
Performs and/or improvises 
 a piece using 5 or more 
 notes such as Mary Had a 
 Little Lamb, Au Clair De 
 La Lune, Long, Long, Ago, 
etc. 

Know: 
Posture, instrument position 
 
Parts of the instrument, how the 
instruction functions 
 
Assembly and basic care of instrument 
 
Tone production 
 
Parts of bow and how to use 
 
Practice habits 
 
Ensemble routine, rehearsal and 
performance etiquette 
 
Bowing techniques: pizzicato, arco 
(down bow, up bow), lift 
 
Five pitches in first position, appropriate 
to instrument (including F# and C# as 
part of beginning hand position) 
 
Do: 
Hold instrument in proper rest and 
playing position 
 
Name the parts of the instrument and 
how they function 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Practice correct posture by 
using rhymes, key words, 
chants, etc. 

 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Explore and then practice 
instrument anatomy, 
position, and care. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Play a variety of warm up 
activities focusing on tone 
production. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Play a variety of warm up 
activities focusing on bow 
technique (balance, thumb 
placement, pinkie 
placement, etc) 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Create practice log and set 
practice routine. 

 
String instrument 
 
Practice log 
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Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

ensemble routine and 
rehearsal/performance 
etiquette. 

 Students will perform 
pizzicato and arco bowing, 
and lifts. 

 Students will read, play, 
and improvise pieces with 
five pitches in the first 
position with correct 
fingerings. 

 
Assemble and care for instruments 
 
Demonstrate correct tone production 
 
Identify and use frog, tip, hair, and stick 
of the bow 
 
Maintain practice log/another tool; 
demonstrate evidence of practice 
regularity 
 
Set practice goals 
 
Demonstrate, explain appropriate 
ensemble routine and 
rehearsal/performance etiquette 
 
Perform pizzicato, arco (down bow, up 
bow), lift 
 
Read, play, and improvise pieces with 
five pitches in first position with correct 
fingering. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Establish and follow 
consistent warm up and 
rehearsal routines and 
etiquette to be used 
throughout the school year. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Play the first two phrases 
of Mary Had a Little  
Lamb and then use those 5 
 notes to improvise a 
 simple song. 
   
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Tell why and how to 
practice; using a 5-step 
process:  

1. Play through music 
2. Isolate problem 
3. Drill problem spot 

until mastery 
4. Put back into 

musical context 
5. Repeat 1-4 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: Fourth Grade 
Course: Chorus 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 
***All of the knowledge and skills learned in music (ALL BIG IDEAS), plus these additional pieces for Big Idea 1: 
 

1. Music is created using 
different forms and textures. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1.4 A, B, C 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will sing with 
correct posture. 

 Students will sing with 
basic vocal technique:  
o Breathing 
o Tone production 
o Vowel sounds 
o Consonants 

 Students will sing in 
unison and simple 2-part 
harmony (split notes, 
partner songs, rounds) 

 Students will performing 
from one vocal part on a 
staff 

Demonstrate correct 
posture in all areas while 
singing and resting. 
 
Perform breathing exercises 
and vocal exercises with 
appropriate tone, vowel 
conformity and diction 
 
Perform small group 2 part 
rounds where each is 
accountable holding their 
part 
 
Perform one vocal part on a 
staff with Kodaly rhythm 
syllables and solfege. 

Know: 
Posture 
 
Basic vocal technique:  

 Breathing 

 Tone production 

 Vowel sounds 

 Consonants 
 
Unison and simple 2-part harmony (split 
notes, partner songs, rounds) 
 
One vocal part on a staff 
 
Do: 
Sing with correct posture. 
 
Sing with correct vocal technique, 
including breathing, tone production, 
vowel sounds, and consonants.  
 
Sing in unison and simple 2-part 
harmony. 
 
Read and perform one vocal part on a 
staff. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Model correct posture. Ex. 
One foot forward, 
shoulders back, knees 
relaxed, head up 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Use a variety of breathing 
exercises and vocal warm-
ups to enhance tone 
production, vowel 
conformity and diction 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Sing a variety of rounds to 
learn by unison and simple 
2 part harmony 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Sing using solfege and  
Kodaly rhythm syllables to 
follow one vocal part on 
staff 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: Fifth Grade 
Course: Music 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

1. Musicians experiment 
with instruments, voices, 
and technology. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1.5 A, B, J 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will identify 
sharps, flats, and naturals 
as they occur, and describe 
their function. 

 Students will identify the 
key signatures of C, G, and 
F. 

 Students will identify the 
lowered third as the 
distinct characteristic of 
the minor tonality.   

 Students will describe the 
function of a key signature. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Identify sharps, flats, and 
naturals and describe their 
function. 
 
Notate a C,G, and F major 
scale including the key 
signature using traditional 
notation or notation 
software. 
 
Identify the lowered third 
third in the C, G, and F 
scale. 
 
Aurally identify major and 
minor tonalities through 
movement. 
 
Perform a tune using found 
objects. 

Know: 
Sharps, flats, and naturals change the 
pitch of notes. 
 
Key signatures: C, G and F 
 
Major/minor tonality 
 
Key signatures indicate the key or 
tonality of a piece of music. 
 
Timbre is used to describe the 
characteristics of a particular sound. 
 
Do: 
Identify sharps, flats, and naturals as 
they occur and describe their function 
 
Identify key signatures in C, G and F 
 
Identify the lowered third as the distinct 
characteristic of the minor tonality.   
 
Explain the role a key signature plays in 
determining a major key (keeping the 
pattern of whole and half steps: W W H 
W W W H). 
 
Experiment with timbre of found 
sounds, voices, and instruments, and 
create notation to illustrate these 
sounds. 

*Use technologies in 
example 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Aurally and visually identify 
sharps, flats, and natural 
signs. 
Describe their function as 
to raising a pitch one half 
step, lowering the pitch one 
half step, 
etc.(keyboard,notation 
software) 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Use notation software to 
build C,G, and F major 
scale, using the whole half 
formula. Transfer the 
sharps and flats to the key 
signature. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Listen to examples of 
major and minor tonalities. 
Use movement to show a 
change from major to 
minor.  Build the scale to 
the third step, lower it by 
one half step, and identify 

Piano keyboard 
 
Various found objects to 
create instruments 
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Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 this change as 
minor.(notation software)  
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Use found objects to 
approximate scale steps. 
Play the scale in new and 
different ways. 

2. Musicians can use their 
own experiences as 
inspiration for their work. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1.5 A, E 
 
Objectives: 

 Students read and perform 
music that utilizes eighth 
note/sixteenth note 
patterns and eighth note 
triplets. 

 Students will tell how 
music expresses thoughts 
and feelings. 

Write and perform rhythmic 
conversation with small 
group or partner 
 
Explain how musicians use 
music to express a thought 
or feeling 

Know: 
Written notation: 

 Eighth note/sixteenth note 
patterns 

 Eighth note triplets 
 
Thoughts and feelings can be expressed 
through music. 
 
Do: 
Read and perform music that utilizes 
eighth note/sixteenth note patterns and 
eighth note triplets. 
 
 
Listen to music that expresses thoughts 
and feelings. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
When given eighth note, 
sixteenth note, triplet 
patterns, create text to 
match the rhythm.  Create 
a conversation with the 
rhythm patterns (rap) 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Talk about how you 
express ideas through 
music. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Share an example of a piece 
of music that describes a 
thought or feeling. 

 

3. Ideas and emotions can 
be articulated through 
music. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1.5 A, E 

 9.4.5 B 
 
Objectives:  

Present and/or perform 
both the composition and 
the accompanying poem, 
drawing or story, explaining 
the meaning of the 
composition.    

Know: 
Music can be used to express ideas and 
emotions. 
 
Do: 
Create music that expresses ideas and 
emotions 
 
 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Using classroom 
instruments create a short 
composition that expresses 
an idea or emotion. Create 
a poem, drawing, story, etc. 
that explains their piece. 

Classroom instruments 
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Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 Students will create music 
that expresses ideas and 
emotions.  
 

 
 
 
 
. 

 
 
4. Musicians can influence 
each other’s music. 
 
Standards: 

 9.3.5 F 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will hypothesize 
how musicians, including 
composers and 
performers, may have 
influenced each other.  

 
 
Select two musicians and 
give examples of their music 
that shows a past influence. 

 
 
Know: 
Musicians can learn from other 
musicians. 
 
Do: 
Listen to a variety of music from 
musicians that have been influenced by 
others. 

 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Listen to examples of 
music that shows influence 
of one artist to another. 
For example: Frank 
Sinatra/Michael Buble, 
Bach/Jerry Mulligan, Paul 
Desmond(Two of a Mind), 
Lionel Richie/Kenny 
Rodgers, George 
Michael/Carrie 
Underwood,  Suger Hill 
Gang/Run DMC, Tina 
Turner/Beyonce 

 
 
Various examples of recorded 
music 

5. People draw from 
personal experiences to 
determine quality and 
engage in intuitive criticism. 
 
Standards: 

 9.3.5 E 
Objectives: 

 Students will use evidence 
to defend their intuitive 
criticism. 

Explain their opinion of a 
piece of music 

Know: 
People use personal experiences as a 
basis for intuitive criticism. 
 
Do: 
Express and explain/defend opinions as 
part of intuitive criticism. 
 
Express opinions and provide evidence 
for a stated opinion. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Explain intuitive criticism 
as an opinion about music 
based on personal feeling 
or experience. Listen to a 
piece of music and give an 
opinion. 

 

6. People create music for 
many different reasons. 
 
Standards: 

Perform a jingle for the 
group. Defend your musical 
choices. 

Know: 
Music is created for a variety of reasons, 
e.g. to express ideas, to affect change, 
and for commercial use. 
 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Create a commercial jingle 
for a product.  Share the 
result with the class. Vote 

Recorded examples of jingles 
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Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 9.3.5 D 
Objectives: 

 Students will list examples 
of the possible reasons 
why a piece of music was 
created. 

Do: 
Create music for a variety of reasons. 

on the jingle that would 
best sell the product. 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: Fifth Grade 
Course: Band 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

***All of the knowledge and skills learned in music (ALL BIG IDEAS), plus these additional pieces for Big Idea 1: 
 

1. Musicians experiment 
with instruments, voices, 
and technology. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1.5 A, B, G 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will describe 
individual roles within the 
larger ensemble, i.e. who 
has melody, harmony, 
rhythm. 

 Students will perform and 
define the purpose of 
ensemble warm-ups. 

 Students will perform a 
one-octave diatonic scale. 

 Students will perform 
arrangements with 
multiple homophonic 
parts. 

 Students will perform with 
correct intonation. 

 Students will read and 
perform two- and three-
note slurs. 

Explain the purpose of band 
warm-ups 
 
Perform as a member of an 
ensemble section, warm-ups 
with various section 
dominance. 
 
Perform dominant passages 
in band arrangement with 
proper blend 
 
Explain the role of sections 
within the ensemble when 
playing melody or harmony 
parts. 
 
Play a scale with 2 or 3 note 
slurs using proper 
intonation.   

Know: 
Ensemble playing/roles within 
ensemble/Ensemble warm-ups 
 
One octave diatonic scale, appropriate 
to instrument 
 
Arrangements with multiple 
homophonic parts 
 
In tune vs. out of tune 
 
Two- and three- note slurs 
 
Do: 
Describe individual roles within the 
larger ensemble (melody, harmony, 
rhythm). 
 
Take part in and define the purpose of 
ensemble warm-ups. 
 
Perform a one-octave diatonic scale. 
 
Perform arrangements with multiple 
homophonic parts. 
 
Self monitor and adjust to correct 
intonation. 
 
Read and perform 2 and 3 note slurs. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Describe the purpose of 
band warm-up. 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Practice section dominance 
with a band warm-up (i.e., 
dominance being more 
volume in one section 
while softer volume in the 
others) 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Indicate melody within 
each part of a band 
arrangement. Perform 
indicated melodic passages 
with greater volume.   
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Work with a partner or 
within the section to play a 
scale.  Partners offer 
suggestions for improving 
intonation.  Perform the 
scale with two and three 
note slurs. Work together 
to offer suggestions and 
improve performance 

 
Band instruments 
 
Band music 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: Fifth Grade 
Course: Strings 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 
***All of the knowledge and skills learned in music (ALL BIG IDEAS), plus these additional pieces for Big Idea 1: 
 

1. Musicians experiment 
with instruments, voices, 
and technology. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1.5 A, B 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will perform 
staccato, legato, and 
marcato bowings. 

 Students will perform 
music with F naturals and 
C naturals. 

 Students will perform 
music with loud and soft 
dynamic markings. 

Perform staccato, legato, 
and marcato bowings 
 
Recognize and perform a 
short passage that contains 
an F and C natural 
 
Identify and perform loud 
and soft dynamics 

Know: 
Bowing techniques: 

 Staccato 

 Legato 

 Marcato 
 
F natural and C natural as part of a 
movable hand position 
 
Dynamics 
 
Do: 
Perform staccato, legato, and marcato 
bowings. 
 
Perform music with F naturals and C 
naturals. 
 
Perform music with loud and soft 
dynamic markings. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Model proper bow position 
to perform 3 different bow 
techniques: 

Staccato (mid to upper) 
Legato(full bow) 
Marcato(middle)  
 

Play a game with students 
taking turns playing while 
the rest of the class tries to 
guess the bow technique 
performed. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Model proper playing 
position of F and C.  
Design an exercise for the 
L.H. to practice new hand 
position. Vary bow speed 
and pressure to change 
dynamic level 

 
String instruments 
 
String music 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: Fifth Grade 
Course: Chorus 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 
***All of the knowledge and skills learned in music (ALL BIG IDEAS), plus these additional pieces for Big Idea 1: 
 

1. Musicians experiment 
with instruments, voices, 
and technology. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1.5 A, B, G 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will perform 
from two vocal parts on a 
staff. 

 Students will analyze and 
perform music with 
expression marks. 

 Students will perform 
music in more than one 
language. 

Perform rhythm syllables on 
a staff in two parts. 
 
Perform vocal exercises 
with attention to changing 
style and articulation 
 
Demonstrate ability to 
pronounce words using 
proper diction in another 
language. 

Know: 
Two vocal parts on a staff 
 
Expression marks:  

 Dynamics 

 Phrasing 

 Tempo 

 Staccato 

 Legato 

 Accents 
 
Singing in another language 
 
Do: 
Read and perform from a vocal score 
with at least two parts 
 
Observe and perform music with 
appropriate expression 
 
Perform music in more than one 
language 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Perform two part harmony 
using solfege. Alternate 
parts.  
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Perform a vocal exercise 
minus all expression 
markings. Repeat exercise 
while changing and adding 
expression markings. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Practice speaking lyrics in 
foreign language 
 

 
Vocal music 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: Sixth Grade 
Course: Music 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

1. Musicians learn, plan, and 
practice techniques. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1 A, B, C 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will write, read, 
and/or perform a major 
scale beginning on a pitch 
other than C. 

 Students will perform 
music with different 
stylistic markings. 

 Students will describe the 
function of an accidental. 

 Students will identify, write 
and perform minor thirds, 
major, thirds, perfect 
fourths, perfect fifths and 
octaves. 

 Students will aurally 
identify a I, IV, V chord 
progression. 

 Students will perform 
syncopated rhythms. 

 Students will recognize 
and describe voice 
changes, including the 
Cambiata concept. 

 
 

Write and/or perform a 
major scale beginning on a 
pitch other than C. 
 
Perform music using 
appropriate stylistic 
markings in small or large 
groups. 
 
Perform Minor third, major 
third, perfect fifth and 
octave using Curwen hand 
signs in small and large 
groups and identify and 
write intervals on a staff 
 
Raise fingers (I, IV, V) to 
point out chord changes 
while listening to a musical 
selection based on that 
chord progression 
 
Perform syncopated 
rhythms in small and large 
groups 
 

Know: 
Major scales can begin on different 
pitches. 
 
Accidentals are used to indicate notes 
that are flat, sharp, and natural within a 
key signature. 
 
Intervals: Minor third, major third, 
perfect fourth, perfect fifth, octave 
 
I IV V chord progression 
 
Syncopated rhythms are patterns that 
utilize notes off the beat.  
 
Music is performed with different 
stylistic markings: 

 Articulation 

 Tempo 

 Dynamics 
 
 
 
 
Changing voices (Cambiata Concept) 
 
Do: 
Write, read, and/or perform a major 
scale beginning on a pitch other than C 
 
 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Using a representation of a 
keyboard and knowledge of 
whole and half steps, build 
major scales starting on 
notes other than C and 
notate them.. 

 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Using a representation of a 
keyboard and a major scale, 
show how an accidental is 
used to change roles to 
change notes within the 
scale. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Use Curwin hand signs and 
solfege to perform minor 
3rd, major 3rd, perfect 4th, 
perfect 5th and perfect 8th 
intervals. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Sing familiar songs using 
minor 3rd, major 3rd, 
perfect 4th, perfect 5th and 
perfect 8th as the first 
interval of the melody. 

 
Representation of a piano 
keyboard 
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Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

Recognize the function of accidentals 
Identify, write, and perform minor 
thirds, major, thirds, perfect fourths, 
perfect fifths, and octaves 

 
 
Recognize I IV V chord progressions 

I, IV, I; I, V, I 
 
Perform syncopated rhythms  
 
Distinguish and perform music with 
different stylistic markings 
 
 
Recognize changing voices 

 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Compare and contrast a 
variety of songs and 
musical examples via the I, 
IV, V chord progression. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Review strong beat and 
weak beat.  Have ½ class 
play and accent the strong 
beat.  Have ½ class play 
and accent the weak beat.  
 
Sing or play a familiar piece 
and experiment by 
changing stylistic markings 
 
 

2. Musicians use traditional 
and contemporary tools and 
resources to create work. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1 B, C 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will compare 
various voice types, 
including contralto and 
baritone. 

 Students will read and 
perform written notation, 
including eighth rests and 
single eighth notes. 

Aurally identify and describe 
characteristics of various 
voice types 
 
Read and perform short 
rhythm excerpts 2 beats, 1 
measure, 2 measures from 
flash cards. 
 
Perform short compositions 
or improvisation using 
found sounds and/or 
instruments available in the 
classroom (notated version 
is made available to 
listeners). 

Know: 
There are other low male and female 
voices: 

 Contralto 

 Baritone 
 
Written notation: 

 Eighth rests and single eighth 
notes 

 
Composers combine instruments, 
voices, found sounds, environmental 
sounds, and/or electronic sounds to 
create works. 
 
Do: 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Listen to, compare and 
describe examples of 
various voice types 
including baritone and 
contralto.  
 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
In small groups, (5 or less) 
students create 
compositions or 
improvisations using found 
sounds and instruments 
available in this 

Flash cards 
Rhythm charts 
Instrument texts 
Kodaly rhythm charts 
 
 
 
 
Instruments, sound making 
objects, computer and 
software to create music 
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Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 Students will improvise, 
perform, and notate music 
using instruments, voices, 
found sounds, 
environmental sounds, 
and/or electronic sounds. 

Identify and compare various voice 
types, including contralto and baritone 
 
Read and perform rhythmic patterns 
with eighth rests and single eighth notes. 
 
Use instruments, voices, found sounds, 
environmental sounds, and/or 
electronic sounds to create music. 

environment (classroom).  

 
 
 
3. Music can represent a 
person’s inner self. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1 E 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will select and 
share a piece of music that 
expresses their inner 
selves. 

 
 

 
 
 
Write about how the 
selected piece relates to the 
individual student and to the 
students’ life. 

 

 
 
 
Know: 
Music allows a person to express his 
inner self. 
 
Do: 
Listen to a variety of music and identify 
a piece of music that allows a person to 
express his inner self. 

 
 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Listen to musical selections 
from various genres and 
individually choose the 
piece that each student 
relates to the most and 
discuss reasons. 

 
 
 
Recorded musical selections 

 
4. Similar themes occur 
across cultures and across 
time periods. 
 
Standards: 

 9.3 F 
Objectives: 

 Students will compare 
music across cultures and 
across time periods and 
identify universal themes. 

 
Write about a theme that is 
common to music of all or 
most cultures and time 
periods, providing specific 
evidence as to why. 

 
Know: 
There are universal themes that are 
reflected in music across cultures and 
across time periods. 
 
Do: 
Compare music across cultures and 
across time periods and identify 
universal themes. 

 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Discuss themes that are 
common to most cultures 
and time periods (e.g. love, 
comedy, rebellion, 
patriotism, religion or other 
possibilities discussed by 
students) and look for 
musical examples. 
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Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 
 
 
5. People compare and 
contrast aspects of music 
when they engage in 
contextual criticism. 
 
Standards: 

 9.3 E 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will read and 
evaluate critiques written 
by professional reviewers. 

 Students will write reviews 
for music. 

 
 
 
Summarize a review created 
by a professional reviewer 
 
Write a review/critique of a 
performance by selves or 
others 
 

 
 
 
Know: 
There are professional reviewers who 
write about the quality of artistic works. 
 
People share their ideas and opinions 
about the quality of music/ 
performances by speaking, writing, and 
reading. 
 
Do: 
Read and discuss critiques by 
professional reviewers 
 
Write reviews of music  

 
 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Read and discuss reviews 
by professional reviewers 
and evaluate the critique 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Watch video of a 
performance of selves or 
others and pretend to be a 
critic (after having read and 
discussed reviews by 
professionals) 
 
Create a rubric to 
determine quality 

 
 
 
Professional reviews of 
musical performances 
 
Video of musical 
performance 

 
6. People think differently 
about the importance and 
value of music. 
 
Standards: 

 9.4 B, C 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will explain why 
music is important. 

 Students will explain the 
degree to which music has 
value for them. 

 
 
Explain how music is used 
in everyday life 
 
Describe how music is used 
in every day life. Explain 
 

 
Know: 
Music is important to people for a 
variety of reasons. 
 
Music is valuable to people in varying 
degrees. 
 
Do: 
Explain why music is important. 
 
Explain the degree to which music has 
value for you. 

 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
List ways music in used in 
everyday life (advertising, 
elevators, phone waiting, 
music therapy, general 
listening, etc.)  Discuss. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Talk about how students 
encounter/use music in 
their lives every day. 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: Sixth Grade 
Course: Band 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 
***All of the knowledge and skills learned in music (ALL BIG IDEAS), plus these additional pieces for Big Idea 1: 
 

1. Musicians learn, plan, 
and practice techniques. 

 
Standards: 

 9.1 B, C, G 

 9.4 A 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will perform a 
wide range of dynamics, 
keeping the integrity of 
tone and intonation. 

 Students will perform 
expression markings in 
written music. 

Group and individual 
performance of each 
technique.  
 
Students will be able to give 
a proper definition of each 
term/concept. 

Know: 
Dynamics 
 
Expression markings, e.g. maestoso, 
proudly 
 
Do: 
Perform a wide range of dynamics, 
keeping the integrity of tone and 
intonation. 
 
Interpret expression markings in written 
music. 
 
Display proper tone production 
technique for the instrument. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Play one familiar – piece 
and change expression 
and/or dynamic markings 
to experience effects. 

 
Band instrument 
 
Band music 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: Sixth Grade 
Course: Strings 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 
***All of the knowledge and skills learned in music (ALL BIG IDEAS), plus these additional pieces for Big Idea 1: 
 

1. Musicians learn, plan, 
and practice techniques. 

 
Standards: 

 9.1 B, C, G 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will play in first 
position on all strings with 
all fingers. 

 Student will read and 
perform two- and three-
note slurs. 

Group and/or individual 
performance demonstrating 
technique covered. 
 
Play scales using two and 
three note slurs 

Know: 
Notes on all strings in first position with 
all fingers 
 
Two and three- note slurs 
 
Do: 
Play in first position on all strings with 
all fingers. 
 
Read and perform two- and three-note 
slurs. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Students should sing 
exercises/tunes/excerpts as 
well as play on their 
instruments. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Play scales using two and 
three note slurs. (first time, 
stop in between every slur 
to check and get used to 
bowing- second time play 
slurs without stopping) 

 
String instrument 
 
String music 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: Sixth Grade 
Course: Chorus 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 
***All of the knowledge and skills learned in music (ALL BIG IDEAS), plus these additional pieces for Big Idea 1: 
 

1. Musicians learn, plan, 
and practice techniques. 

 
Standards: 

 9.1 B, C, D, G 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will perform 
vocal and physical warm-
ups and explain the 
benefits. 

 Students will perform 
select pieces of music 
literature with solfege. 

Analyze sections of music 
and state what warm-up 
type would best prepare the 
singer for that particular 
section of music  
 
Sight read a section of music 
with solfege written on 
blackboard (small and large 
groups) 

Know: 
Warm-ups 
 
Solfege 
 
Do: 
Perform vocal and physical warm-ups 
and explain the benefits. 
 
Apply solfege to select pieces of music 
literature. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Discuss benefits of physical 
warm-ups and breathing 
exercises. Discuss how 
individual warm-ups aid in 
vowel production, 
articulation, range 
development, intonation, 
diction, etc. 
Apply. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Use diatonic scale on 
blackboard to learn 
sections of musical 
selections before looking at 
the actual score. 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: Seventh Grade 
Course: Music 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

1. Musicians refine their 
work to communicate their 
ideas more clearly. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1 B, E 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will perform 
stylistically accurate 
syncopated rhythms. 

 Students will improvise, 
perform, notate and revise 
their own musical work. 

 Students will construct 
intervals within the octave. 

 Students will perform, 
and/or improvise over a 
12- bar blues form. 

 Students will compose, 
perform and analyze them 
and variations. 

 

Perform syncopated 
rhythms to music of varied 
styles in small groups 
 
Compose original rhythm 
piece and notate 
 
Create and notate intervals 
on staff paper 
 
Perform student 
compositions over a  12 bar 
blues form in small groups 
 
Identify the theme and its 
variations in a variety of 
(Theme and Variation) 
musical selections 
(worksheet) 
 

Know: 
Syncopated rhythms appropriate to style 
 
Musicians create and refine musical 
works. 
 
Intervals 
 
12-bar blues 
 
Theme and variations 
 
Do: 
Perform stylistically accurate syncopated 
rhythms. 
 
Create and refine musical works. 
 
Construct intervals within the octave. 
 
Identify, perform, and/or improvise 
over a 12-bar blues form. 
 
Analyze and compose theme and 
variations. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Listen to examples of Jazz, 
Blues, etc. and discover the 
rhythm (syncopations) in 
each.  Replay examples and 
accompany with rhythm 
sticks or other rhythm 
instruments. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Improve a simple rhythm 
composition based on 
rhythms learned and 
notate. 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Remind students to count 
lines and spaces when 
figuring out intervals and 
practice labeling intervals  
written on blackboard 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Use a variety of available 
instruments to improvise 
over a 12 bar blues form. 
Break into groups and 
improvise, compose and 
create music over 12 bar 
blues form. 

 
Recorded examples of music 
 
Classroom rhythm 
instruments 
 
Staff paper 
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Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Discuss the meaning of 
“Theme and Variations” 
Listen to several examples 
of Theme and Variations 
compositions and find the 
main theme and the 
variations on that theme. 

2. A musical work is a blend 
and balance of a musician’s 
skill, choice of tools, choice 
of resources, and 
inspiration. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1 B, H 
Objectives: 

 Students will read and 
perform written notation 
including quarter note 
triplets. 

 Students will analyze how 
musicians use skills, tools, 
resources, and inspiration 
in their works. 

Perform rhythm 
compositions that include 
quarter note triplets (small 
group) 
 
Compare and contrast 
instrumentation from 
various countries (groups of 
people) (in writing) 
 

Know: 
Written notation 

 Quarter note triplets 
 
Role of skills, tools, resources, 
inspiration 
 
Do: 
Read and perform music with quarter 
note triplets. 
 
Analyze how musicians use skills, tools, 
resources, and inspiration in their works. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Review and perform 
rhythms from Kodaly 
rhythm chart (or other 
rhythm system) and 
practice playing rhythms. 
Continue by using the 
system to write rhythm 
compositions in small 
groups. 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Watch videos of  
performance groups from 
various countries and 
discuss instruments used 
(World Music) 

Kodaly rhythm chart 
 
Videos of music 
performances 

3. Music allows people to 
discuss and consider 
opinions and ideas different 
from their own. 
 
Standards: 

 9.4 B, D 
Objectives: 

 Students will explain 
values and beliefs reflected 
in music. 

Write a rap with lyrics that 
reflect students opinions 
and ideas and/or interpret 
the meanings found in lyrics 
(written) 
 

Know: 
Music can reflect and help us 
understand different values and beliefs. 
 
Do: 
Describe different values and beliefs 
reflected in music. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Listen to and compare 
messages found in older 
rap music to newer rap 
music of today.  E.g. of 
older rap:  That’s Why We 
Pray- M.C. Hammer  
 

Recorded musical selections 
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Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

4. A musician’s style is 
unique to the individual. 
 
Standards: 

 9.4 D 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will analyze and 
describe characteristics of 
a musician’s individual 
style. 

Compare/contrast (in 
writing) the stylistic 
characteristics of (two) 
different musicians 
 

Know: 
Through their music, musicians can 
exhibit an individual style. 
 
Do: 
Describe characteristics of a musician’s 
individual style. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Watch a variety of 
individual performances of 
a single piece and discuss 
differences in performance 
styles. 
 

Video of musical 
performances 

5. People use intuitive, 
formal, and contextual 
criticism to determine 
quality. 
 
Standards: 

 9.3 E 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will give 
examples of intuitive, 
formal, and contextual 
criticism. 

Label a variety of statements 
telling if the criticism is 
intuitive, formal or 
contextual 

Know: 
Intuitive, formal, and contextual 
criticism have distinct characteristics. 
 
Do: 
Give examples of intuitive, formal, and 
contextual criticism. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Define and explain the 
difference between 
intuitive, formal and 
contextual criticism. Have 
students listen to musical 
selections and critique 
according to each. 

 

6. Music is meaningful to 
people for many different 
reasons. 
 
Standards: 

 9.4 B, C 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will explain why a 
piece of music meaningful. 

 Students will relate 
different opinions about 
the meaning of music. 

Written Assignment:  Why 
is your chosen piece 
meaningful to you? 
 
List opinions about what 
can make music meaningful 
(small group) 

Know: 
Ideas about the meaning of music vary 
based on an individual’s experiences and 
preferences. 
 
Do: 
Explain why a piece of music is 
meaningful. 
 
Discuss and respond to different 
opinions about the meaning of music. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Choose a song that is a 
‘student favorite’ and 
discuss why that piece is 
meaningful to them. 
 
Class Discussion:  What 
give music meaning? (lyrics, 
life situations, etc.) 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Curriculum Design Framework 
Grade: Seventh Grade 

Course: Band 
 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 
***All of the knowledge and skills learned in music (ALL BIG IDEAS), plus these additional pieces for Big Idea 1: 
 

1. Musicians refine their 
work to communicate 
their ideas more clearly. 

 
Standards: 

 9.1 B, C 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will perform 
within their section, using 
appropriate tone quality, 
dynamics, intonation and 
articulation. 

 
Analyze and refine group 
performances by 
demonstrating musical 
growth. 
 

Know: 
Section blend – the individual’s role 
within the section 
 
Do: 
Perform within the section with 
appropriate tone quality, dynamics, 
intonation, and articulation. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Perform a familiar 
etude/excerpt with focus 
on appropriate tone quality, 
dynamics, intonation and 
articulation. Students work 
together to improve their 
performance. 

Band instrument 
 
Band music 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: Seventh Grade 
Course: Strings 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 
***All of the knowledge and skills learned in music (ALL BIG IDEAS), plus these additional pieces for Big Idea 1: 
 

1. Musicians refine their 
work to communicate 
their ideas more clearly. 

 
Standards: 9.1A,B 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will perform 
within the section using 
appropriate tone quality, 
dynamics, intonation, and 
articulation. 

 Students will perform 
musical selections with 
alternate positioning of 
fingers. 

Group and individual 
performance 
 
Orally analyze groups 
performances  
 
Group and individual 
performance 
 
State reasons for alternative 
fingers  
 

Know: 
Section blend 
 
Alternate positioning of fingers: Bb, C#, 
F natural, other notes as appropriate 
 
Do: 
Perform within the section with 
appropriate tone quality, dynamics, 
intonation, and articulation. 
 
Play Bb, C#, F natural, and other notes 
as appropriate using alternate 
positioning of fingers. 

  
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Rehearse and perform a 
familiar etude/excerpt with 
focus on appropriate tone 
quality, dynamics, 
intonation and articulation. 
Students work together to 
improve their performance.  
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Perform an etude/excerpt 
that requires alternate 
finger positions. 
Rehearse in more than one 
way to show why the 
alternate fingering is 
required. 

 
String instrument 
 
String music 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: Seventh Grade 
Course: Chorus 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 
***All of the knowledge and skills learned in music (ALL BIG IDEAS), plus these additional pieces for Big Idea 1: 
 

1. Musicians refine their 
work to communicate 
their ideas more clearly. 

 
Standards: 

 9.1 B, C, H 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will perform 
within the section using 
appropriate tone quality, 
dynamics, intonation, and 
articulation. 

 Students will perform 
exercises and pieces of 
music using appropriate 
head, middle and chest 
voice with correct blend. 

 

Describe ways to achieve 
blend and balance of 
individual students within 
the group 
 
Perform exercises and 
sections of music using 
appropriate head, middle 
and chest voice. 

Know: 
Section blend 
 
Head and chest voice 
 
Do: 
Perform within the section using 
appropriate tone quality, dynamics, 
intonation, and articulation. 
 
Perform exercises and pieces of music 
using appropriate head, middle and 
chest voice with correct blend. 
 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Review ways to achiever 
blend and balance within a 
section with focus on tone 
quality, dynamics 
intonation and articulation. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Discuss range for head, 
middle and chest voice and 
sing vocalizes moving 
between the three.  Apply 
to particular sections of 
music from the repertoire. 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: Eighth Grade 
Course: Music 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

1. The skills, techniques, 
elements, and principles of 
music can be learned, 
studied, refined, and 
practiced. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1 B, C 

 9.3 A 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will analyze 
sonata allegro form. 

 Students will explain the 
physiological changes that 
lead to the changing 
voices. 

 Students will point out 
and perform D.S., D.C., 
Fine, Coda. 

Mark and label sections 
within a musical selection 
in Sonata Allegro form 
 
Answer questions about 
changes in the voice during 
puberty – worksheet 
 
Perform a simple student-
written rhythm pieces (in 
small groups) that include 
D.S, D.C., Fine and Coda 
 
 

Know: 
Sonata allegro form 
 
Physiological changes that lead to 
(Cambiata) voices 
 
Endings: D.S., D.C., Fine, Coda 
 
Do: 
Analyze sonata allegro form. 
 
Discuss the physiological changes that 
contribute to changing voices. 
 
Independently apply D.S., D.C., Fine, 
and Coda markings. 

Example Lesson/Activity: 
Listen to examples of Sonata 
form and have students raise 
hands when they hear the 
sections change.  From a chart, 
circle the sections of Sonata 
Allegro form while listening to 
corresponding musical 
selections 
Example Lesson/Activity: 
Read and discuss changes that 
take place during puberty and 
how it plays a part in the 
changing voice. 
 
Example Lesson/Activity: 
Play a variety of musical 
selections and have students 
follow the score and watch for 
D.S., D.C., Fine and Coda.  
Discuss. Write a simple 
rhythm composition that 
incorporates markings. 

 
Recorded music examples 

2. Musicians use tools and 
resources, as well as their 
own experiences and skills, 
to create music. 
 
Standards: 

 9.2 B 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will aurally and 

Identify and label 
instruments according to a 
system of classification that 
is non-Western 
 
Write about the similarities 
between  
Western instrument 
classification and another 
classification system. 

Know: 
Other classifications of instruments 
 
Tools, resources, experiences and skills 
are used to create music. 
 
Do: 
Aurally and visually classify 
instruments from around the world. 
 

Example Lesson/Activity: 
Look at, name and discuss 
characteristics of instruments 
from the Hornbostel-Sachs 
Classifcation System 

 Idiophones 

 Membranophones 

 Chordophones 

 Aerophones 

Instrument photographs 
 
Instrument recordings 
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Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

visually classify 
instruments from around 
the world. 

 Students will compare 
classifications to Western 
instrument families. 

 Students use tools, 
resources, individual 
experiences, and skills to 
create music. 

 
Written Assignment:  
Reflect on how a person’s 
environment can influence 
their choices for creating 
music 

Compare classifications to Western 
instrument families 
 
Use tools, resources, individual 
experiences, and skills to create music. 

 Electrophones 
             
Example Lesson/Activity: 
Identify and describe 
characteristics of above 
instruments and compare to 
Western instrument 
classifications. 
 
Example Lesson/Activity: 
Discuss how people can create 
music without traditional 
instruments or formal training, 
etc.  Have students list all the 
things around them that could 
become potential instruments. 

3. Music provides a 
medium to understand and 
exchange ideas. 
 
Standards: 

 9.2 A, B, C, D, E 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will analyze and 
describe styles of music 
that are written to 
communicate themes and 
ideas. 

Write lyrics with secret 
meanings to exchange ideas 
and include a code for 
deciphering the messages 

Know: 
There are styles of music that are 
specifically written to communicate 
themes and ideas.  
 
Do: 
Identify and describe styles of music 
that are written to communicate 
themes and ideas. 

Example Lesson/Activity: 
Listen to and examine Gospel 
and slave songs that contain 
lyrics with hidden meanings 
and discuss how they were 
used to send messages to help 
slaves escape to freedom.  

Recorded musical examples 

4. Music of the past can 
influence music of the 
present. 
 
Standards: 

 9.2 A, B, C, D 
 
Objectives: 

Write an essay about how 
one particular artist of the 
past has greatly impacted 
music of today. 

Know: 
Music of the past can influence music 
of the present. 
 
Do: 
 
Describe how music of the past has 
influenced music of today. 

Example Lesson/Activity: 
Listen to early rock, jazz and 
blues artist, etc. and discuss 
how the early music and 
musicians influenced music 
and musicians of today.  Listen 
to Music of today in above 
styles and compare. 

Recorded musical examples 
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Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 Students will describe 
how music of the past has 
influenced music of today. 

5. There are formal and 
informal processes used to 
assess the quality of works 
in the arts. 
 
Standards: 

 9.3 E 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will identify 
differences between 
intuitive, formal, and 
contextual criticism. 

Debate the value and/or 
quality of a performance.  
One group will orally 
debate another. 
Prepare (in writing) one 
side of a debate as to 
whether or not a given 
performance has 
value/quality using 
intuitive, formal and 
contextual forms of 
criticism as a guide. Give 
evidence for each assertion.   

Know: 
There are differences between 
intuitive, formal, and contextual 
criticism. 
 
Do: 
Identify differences between intuitive, 
formal, and contextual criticism. 

Example Lesson/Activity: 
Review the meanings of 
intuitive, formal and 
contextual forms of criticism 
and apply to a variety of 
musical performances as a 
class.  Debate teams: divide 
into small groups and have 
groups debate whether or not 
a performance was “good,” 
using the three styles of 
criticism. Give reasons for 
your assertions. 

Recorded musical examples 

6. There are characteristics 
that make music enduring 
for both individuals and 
groups of people. 
 
Standards: 

 9.4 A, B, C 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will list 
characteristics that make 
music enduring for both 
individuals and groups of 
people. 

Write about how people of 
color have always relied on 
faith (Gospel Music) for 
strength in times of 
struggle 

Know: 
Music has enduring qualities that differ 
among individuals and groups of 
people. 
 
 
 
Do: 
Critically examine music for its 
enduring qualities. 

Example Lesson/Activity: 
Discuss why Gospel Music 
would be enduring for people 
of color:  slavery, civil rights, 
etc. 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: Eighth Grade 
Course: Band 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 
***All of the knowledge and skills learned in music (ALL BIG IDEAS), plus these additional pieces for Big Idea 1: 
 

1. The skills, techniques, 
elements, and principles 
of music can be learned, 
studied, refined, and 
practiced. 

 
Standards: 

 9.1 B, C, G, H 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will perform 
within the ensemble with 
appropriate tone quality, 
dynamics, intonation, and 
articulation.  

 Students will play a one-
octave chromatic scale. 

 Students will transpose 
from concert pitch to 
instrument pitch for 
specific instruments. 

Group and individual 
performance 
 
Orally analyze groups 
performances  
 
Play the chromatic scale 
individually 
 
Orally explain why all 
instruments cannot play 
concert pitch at the same 
time.  Define transposition 

Know: 
Ensemble balance – the section’s role 
within the ensemble 
 
Chromatic scale 
 
Concert pitch v. instrument pitch 
 
Do: 
Perform within the ensemble with 
appropriate tone quality, dynamics, 
intonation, and articulation. 
 
Play a one-octave chromatic scale. 
 
Transpose from concert pitch to 
instrument pitch for specific 
instruments. 
 
 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Rehearse in groups of both 
like and heterogeneous 
instrumentation. Perform a 
familiar etude/excerpt with 
focus on appropriate tone 
quality, dynamics, 
intonation and articulation. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Chromatic Scale Contest:  
The students will play the 
chromatic scale to see who 
can play it the fastest and 
with the most accuracy. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Play a familiar piece with all 
instruments playing concert 
pitch.  Play the same piece 
with all the notes 
transposed. 

 
Band instrument 
 
Band music 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: Eighth Grade 
Course: Strings 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 
***All of the knowledge and skills learned in music (ALL BIG IDEAS), plus these additional pieces for Big Idea 1: 
 

1. The skills, techniques, 
elements, and principles 
of music can be learned, 
studied, refined, and 
practiced. 

 
Standards: 9.1A,B 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will perform 
within the ensemble with 
appropriate tone quality, 
dynamics, intonation, and 
articulation. 

 Students will perform a 
piece of music in alternate 
position. 

 Students will play a 2-
octave scale.  

 Students will perform 
pieces of music with 
correct vibrato. 

Group and individual 
performance and orally 
analyze performances  
 
Perform a musical selection 
using alternate fingerings 
(group and individual) 
 
Play two octave scale with 
correct fingerings and 
intonation (Small group and 
individual) 
 
Play musical selection using 
vibrato (Individual and 
small group) 

Know: 
Ensemble balance 
 
Alternate position (violin-third, cello-
fourth) 
 
Vibrato 
 
Do: 
Perform within the ensemble with 
appropriate tone quality, dynamics, 
intonation, and articulation. 
 
Perform a piece of music in alternate 
position. 
 
Play a 2-octave scale. 
 
Perform pieces of music with correct 
vibrato. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Rehearse in groups of both 
like and heterogeneous 
instrumentation. Perform a 
familiar etude/excerpt with 
focus on appropriate tone 
quality, dynamics, 
intonation and articulation. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Rehearse a musical 
selection that includes 
alternate positions. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Discuss fingering for the 
two octave scale and 
perform. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Rehearse sections of music 
using vibrato and discuss 
techniques for improving 
vibrato. 

 
String instrument 
 
String music 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: Eighth Grade 
Course: Chorus 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 
***All of the knowledge and skills learned in music (ALL BIG IDEAS), plus these additional pieces for Big Idea 1: 
 

1. The skills, techniques, 
elements, and principles 
of music can be learned, 
studied, refined, and 
practiced. 

 
Standards: 

 9.1 A, B, C, D, G 
 
Objectives: 

 Perform within the 
ensemble with good 
ensemble blend and 
balance, which includes 
appropriate vowel 
uniformity, tone quality, 
dynamics, intonation, and 
articulation. 

Perform vocal exercises 
focusing on vowel 
uniformity, tone quality, 
dynamics, intonation and 
articulation. 

Know: 
Ensemble blend and balance 
 
Appropriate vowel uniformity, tone 
quality, dynamics, intonation, and 
articulation 
 
Do: 
Perform within the ensemble with good 
ensemble blend and balance, which 
includes appropriate vowel uniformity, 
tone quality, dynamics, intonation, and 
articulation. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Review/Apply a variety of 
vocal warm-ups that re-
enforce ensemble blend 
and balance. (Vowel 
uniformity, tone quality, 
dynamics, intonation and 
articulation.) 

 
 

 
 



HS - Music 

Pittsburgh Public Schools Music Curriculum | 2011-12 | page 56 

PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: High School 
Course: Music 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

1. The skills, techniques, 
elements, and principles of 
music can be learned, 
studied, refined, and 
practiced. 

 
Standards: 

 9.1 B, C, D, F, G, J 

 9.2 H 

 9.3 
 

Objectives: 

 Students will identify, 
compare, and analyze 
elements that are common 
and different between 
different genres of music. 

Using appropriate musical 
terms, students list the 
elements that are common 
and those that are different 
between two pieces of 
music from different genres. 
 

Know: 
Elements that are common and 
different between different genres of 
music 
 
Do: 
Identify, compare, and analyze elements 
that are common and different between 
different genres of music. 
 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Have students listen to and 
choose music from two 
different genres. Ask them 
to list the elements that are 
common and those that are 
different.  For example, 
students may choose a 
popular song and a piece of 
modern electronic music.  
The two pieces may have 
similar harmonic structures 
(e.g. I IV V chord 
progression) but be very 
different in regards to 
rhythm, form, 
instruments/sounds used, 
etc. 

Recordings of various 
examples of pieces of music 
from many different genres 
(instrumental/vocal/electronic 
as well as old/new) 
 
Playback device for recordings 
(CD player, MP3 player, etc. 
as appropriate) 
 
 

2. Musicians use tools and 
resources, as well as their 
own experiences and skills, 
to create music. 
 
Standards: 

 9.1 A, B, C 

 9.3 A, B, C, D 
 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will compare 
requirements and criteria 

Create and present a project 
that explains the 
requirements and criteria 
for at least one career 
possibility in music. 
(Project and/or 
presentation assessed with a 
checklist or rubric) 
 
Assume the role of either a 
member of an amateur 
performing group or a 
music consumer.  Create a 
movie, musical, game, or 

Know: 
Careers in music 
 
Independent music making and 
consumerism 
 
Connections between music and 
life/career 
 
Do: 
Investigate requirements and criteria for 
various careers in music. 
 
Research opportunities for music 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Have students research 
possible music careers.  For 
example, they can interview 
people who have chosen 
careers in music and/or 
research education 
requirements for various 
careers.   
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Have students investigate 

Computer 
 
Access to library 
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Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

for various careers in 
music. 

 Students will give 
examples of opportunity 
for music making and 
music-related 
consumerism in the 
community. 

 Students will articulate the 
connections between skills 
in music and skills in life.  

other way to explain the 
steps you will take to get 
involved in and stay 
involved in your chosen 
activity. 
(Artifact or presentation 
assessed with a checklist or 
rubric) 
 
Create a rationale that 
explains why someone 
should continue to study 
music after they graduate.  
Present the rationale to the 
class for discussion and 
feedback. 
(Written or oral 
presentation assessed with a 
checklist or rubric) 

making and music-related consumerism 
in the community. 
 
Reflect on the connections between 
skills in music and skills in life. 

opportunities for music 
making and music-related 
consumerism in the 
community.  For example, 
they can contact local 
amateur performing groups 
to inquire about 
requirements for 
membership or contact 
local music venues to 
inquire about upcoming 
events and admission fees. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Guide students to conduct 
a research survey or 
investigation to discover 
the skills needed to study 
music and compare them 
with the skills needed in 
life, e.g. communication, 
practice, listening.  Ask 
students to synthesize their 
research into a rationale 
about why someone should 
continue to study music 
after they graduate. 

3. Music provides a medium 
to understand and exchange 
ideas. 
 
Standards: 

 9.2 A, B, C, D, E, F, 
G, H, I, J, K, L 

 9.3 C, D 

 9.4 A, C, D 

Deliver formal summation/ 
comprehensive presentation 
of findings. 

Know: 
Music can be a powerful tool to change 
attitudes and influence ideas and 
behaviors. 
 
Do: 
Research the role that music has played 
in changing attitudes and influencing 
ideas and behaviors. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Cite and present individual 
and group explanations of 
how music has influenced 
attitudes, ideas and 
behaviors, e.g. Farm Aid, 
Aid to Africa. 

computer 
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Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 
Objectives: 

 Students will explain the 
role that music has played 
in changing attitudes and 
influencing ideas and 
behaviors. 

4. People have expressed 
experiences and ideas 
through music throughout 
time and across cultures. 
 
Standards: 

 9.2 A, B, C, D, E, F, 
G, H, I, J, K, L 

 9.3 C, E 

 9.4 A, B, D 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will categorize 
varying art forms and 
show similarities between 
them. 

Compare and contrast 
music from two distinct 
culture or genres. (power 
point, newspaper article, or 
other media. 

Know: 
There are similarities between art forms 
throughout time and across cultures. 
 
Do: 
Experience examples of varying art 
forms and identify similarities. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Find examples of music 
from two different cultures 
and describe the common 
musical elements. 
 
Find examples of music 
from two different cultures 
that serves the same 
purpose, i.e. music used for 
celebration, worship, or 
work? 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Categorize various art 
forms and show 
similarities. 

Recorded musical examples 

5. There are formal and 
informal processes used to 
assess the quality of works 
in the arts. 
 
Standards: 

 9.2 D, F, I, J, K 

 9.3 A, B, C, D, E, F, 
G 

 9.4 A, B, C, D, E, F, 
G 

Use various media to show 
student assessment of the 
quality of the works of art. 
 
Using performance rubric, 
students will assess the 
quality of their work. 

Know: 
People use critical processes to 
determine quality and assess, affect, and 
refine the quality of their own work. 
 
Do: 
Recognize, identify, and analyze the 
characteristics of a work of art to 
determine quality. 
 
Use critical processes to assess, affect, 
and refine the quality of their own work. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Select a work of art and 
determine the quality by 
citing the characteristics. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Select appropriate 
vocabulary and describe 
the quality of their own or 
another’s work. 

Various musical recordings 
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Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 
Objectives: 

 Students will analyze the 
characteristics of a work 
of art to determine quality. 

 Students will assess, affect, 
and refine the quality of 
their own work. 

 

6. People use both aesthetic 
and critical processes to 
assess quality, interpret 
meaning and determine 
value. 
 
Standards: 

 9.2 D, E, H, I 

 9.3 A, B, C, D, E, F, 
G 

 9.4 A, B, C, D 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will describe how 
their connection to a 
musical work has been 
strengthened by the 
application of aesthetic 
and critical processes. 

 Students will compare and 
contrast two different 
performances of the same 
work and describe how 
artistic choices changed 
the work. 

Give summative statements 
regarding the impact of 
increased music 
understanding. 
 
Describe how artistic 
choices used in 
performances changed the 
work. Tools: Teacher or 
student designed rubrics. 
 
 

Know: 
Applying aesthetic and critical processes 
to learn about works of art can 
strengthen personal response to those 
works.   
 
Artistry is an important, yet subjective 
and personal, part of music making. 
 
Do: 
Name a musical work to which you 
have a personal connection and describe 
how your connection to that work has 
been strengthened by the application of 
aesthetic and critical processes. 
 
Compare and contrast two different 
performances of the same work and 
describe how artistic choices changed 
the work. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Analyze (intuitive, formal, 
contextual) a piece of 
music of your choice and 
express the personal 
meaning by exploring some 
of the musical aspects 
found in the work.  Ex. 
Write about an impactful 
moment in the students’ 
life, and pair up a musical 
selection that makes that 
moment more meaningful.   
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Select 2 performances 
(student choice or teacher 
selected) of same piece of 
music and apply musical 
knowledge to investigate 
likes and differences.  Ex.  
Compare Proud Mary by 
CCR and Proud Mary by 
Ike and Tina Turner and 
describe how artistic 
choices changed the work. 

Various musical selections 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: High School 
Course: Band 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 
***All of the knowledge and skills learned in music (ALL BIG IDEAS), plus these additional pieces for Big Idea 1: 
 

1. The skills, techniques, 
elements, and principles of 
music can be learned, 
studied, refined, and 
practiced. 
 
Standards: 9.1A,B 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will apply the 
circle of fifths to perform 
warm-ups and music in 
various key signatures. 

 Students will identify 
proficient through 
advanced levels of band 
music. 

 Students will demonstrate 
proper posture, instrument 
hand position, breath 
support, airstream, and 
embouchure necessary to 
play their instrument at a 
proficient level. 

Perform a long tone based 
major scale warm up while 
exhibiting proper posture, 
instrument hand position, 
breath support, airstream, 
and embouchure. 
 
Play uninterrupted through 
the circle of 5ths 
individually or in an 
ensemble setting. 
 
Perform a grade III or IV 
piece of music in an 
ensemble or individually at 
the proficient level. 
 
 

Know: 
Circle of fifths 

 Keys and key signatures 

 Scales 

 Relationship of scales in different 
keys to pieces of music 

 
Repertoire – proficient through 
advanced levels 
 
Do: 
Apply circle of fifths to perform warm-
ups and music in various key signatures. 
 
Listen to and identify proficient through 
advanced levels of band music. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Perform a long tone based 
major scale warm up that 
allows the students to 
exhibit the proper 
techniques for proficient 
playing. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Perform the circle of fifths 
as a warm up in unison and 
in harmony.  
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Listen to a grade III or IV 
(Band) piece of music 
performed proficiently, and 
systematically rehearse the 
piece to match the quality. 

 
Band instrument 
 
Band repertoire at proficient 
to advanced levels 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: High School 
Course: Orchestra/Strings 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 
***All of the knowledge and skills learned in music (ALL BIG IDEAS), plus these additional pieces for Big Idea 1: 
 

1. The skills, techniques, 
elements, and principles of 
music can be learned, 
studied, refined, and 
practiced. 
 
Standards: 9.1A, B 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will identify 
proficient through 
advanced levels of 
orchestral music. 

 Students will demonstrate 
proper posture, instrument 
hand position, and bow 
technique necessary to play 
their instrument at a 
proficient level. 

Play a major scale warm up 
while exhibiting proper 
techniques for proficient 
string individual and 
ensemble playing. 
 
Play uninterrupted through 
the circle of 5ths 
individually or in an 
ensemble setting. 
 
Perform a grade III or IV 
piece of music in an 
ensemble or individually at 
the proficient level. 

Know: 
Repertoire – proficient through 
advanced levels 
 
Do: 
Listen to and identify proficient through 
advanced levels of orchestral music. 

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Perform a major scale 
warm up that allows the 
students to exhibit the 
proper techniques for 
proficient playing. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Perform the circle of fifths 
as a warm up in unison and 
in harmony. 
 
 

 
String instrument 
 
String repertoire at proficient 
to advanced levels 
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Design Framework 

Grade: High School 
Course: Chorus 

 

Understandings 
(Standards) 

Learning Objectives 

 
Acceptable Evidence for 

Assessment 

Knowledge/Skills Needed to 
Demonstrate Understandings 

(Know/Do from KUDs) 

Instructional Methods 
(Exemplars – SAS) 

Materials/Resources 

 
***All of the knowledge and skills learned in music (ALL BIG IDEAS), plus these additional pieces for Big Idea 1: 
 
 
1. The skills, techniques, 
elements, and principles of 
music can be learned, 
studied, refined, and 
practiced. 
 
Standards: 9.1A, B 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will demonstrate 
correct posture, breathing 
and diction* 

 Students will apply the 
circle of fifths to perform 
warm-ups and music in 
various key signatures. 

 Students will identify 
proficient through 
advanced levels of choral 
music. 

 Students will sight-sing 
two- and four-measure 
melodies. 

 
*Benchmarks In Action 

 
Perform exercises with 
accuracy, correct posture, 
breathing, and diction. Use 
class performance rubric to 
measure. 
 
Write/identify specific key 
signatures and perform 
selected scales using 
performance rubric. 

Know: 
Basic vocal technique including posture, 
breathing, and diction 
 
Familiarity with the vocal apparatus 
(vocal cords, larynx, etc) 
 
Circle of fifths 

 Keys and key signatures 

 Scales 

 Relationship of scales in different 
keys to pieces of music 

 
Repertoire – proficient through 
advanced levels 
 
Sight-singing 
 
Do: 
Apply circle of fifths to perform warm-
ups and music in various key signatures. 
 
Listen to and identify proficient through 
advanced levels of choral music. 
 
Sight-sing two- and four-measure 
melodies. 
 
Perform/read SATB octavo  

Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Illustrate breathing 
exercises using imagery 
student/teacher modeling. 
 
Example 
Lesson/Activity: 
Sing designated warm-ups 
and identify key signatures 
(using circle of fifths as a 
reference). Ex: Song 
selection “Gloria” by 
Vivaldi – name the key; 
perform major 
scale/chords 

Choral repertoire at the 
proficient through advanced 
levels 
 

 


