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CONGRATULATIONS ON
JOINING YOUR SCHOOL’S
MUSIC PROGRAM!
The following guide was developed especially for you to support
your Instrumental Music program. We have designed this “user’s
manual” as a reference on how to support, maintain and grow your
music program. Playing instruments in an integral part of a balanced
music program. Music helps students with the aspects of life that
cannot be quantified. Since much in education emphasizes
true/false tests and other “objective” measures, students need
experiences in which there are opportunities for several acceptable
interpretations of any given problem. By providing exercises in
creative problem-solving through composition, performance, and
listening, music can bring a proper balance to the curriculum.

PROGRAM OVERVIEW
The Instrumental Music program in the Pittsburgh Public Schools
offers class instruction in band and orchestra instruments to
interested elementary and middle-level students. It is an enrichment
of the normal classroom music program in primary schools, and an
integral part of the program for most music students in secondary
schools. Specifically, students in Grades 4–8 receive Specialized
Music Instruction (SMI, formerly “pullout”) one day per 6-day
rotation for 45 minutes, which is not to be used in lieu of their
General Music class.
Students are released from classroom activities to participate in
their Specialized Music Instruction.
All students are combined for a full performance ensemble for both
winter and spring concerts at their respective schools or a combined
larger ensemble representing multiple schools.
Pittsburgh Public Schools provides district-owned instruments to
students on loan each year. Parents are to complete the Bond
Agreement Form, making them responsible for the instrument while
it is in the student’s possession. Families that do not complete an
agreement cannot be issued an instrument. If students used a
district-owned instrument the previous school year and did not
return it, an additional instrument will not be issued to the student.

SUPPLIES
The Arts Department provides your school with an initial supply of
instruments for a basic instrumental music program and personnel. There are
many additional supplies needed to ensure your child’s success. Your school’s
yearly budget should allocate sufficient funds to provide all of these
necessities for the program. This list outlines a few basics that are required:
• Music Stands
• Instrument Supplies
Band: reeds, valve oil, cork grease, additional mouthpieces, woodwind
keypads, drum heads, drum sticks, neck-straps, cleaners
Strings: shoulder rests, strings, rosin, bows
• Method Books (equivalent to a class textbook): these are necessary for
every student to develop the pedagogical skills needed to play their
instrument
• Sheet Music
In the event that you would like to purchase additional supplies for your child,
we recommend using the following vendors:
Volkwein’s Music

138 Industry Drive
Pittsburgh, 15275
Progressive Music
316 Fifth Avenue,
McKeesport, 15132
Brighton Music Center 2110 Babcock Blvd
Pittsburgh, 15209
Phillip Injeian Violin
821 Penn Avenue
Shop
Pittsburgh, 15222
The String Workshop 2005 E Carson St
Pittsburgh, 15203
Woodwind Brasswind www.wwbw.com
West Music
www.westmusic.com

1-800-553-8742
412-672-9623
412-821-5908
412-562-0600
412-390-0670
1-800-348-5003
1-800-397-9378

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC STAFF
Assignment of schools for each instrumental music specialist is determined by
the Arts Education Department.

SCHEDULING
Assignment of schools for each instrumental music specialist is determined by
the Arts Education Department.
The most common method of scheduling beginning band and string programs
is through Specialized Music Instruction (SMI), formerly known as the “pullout” schedule, in addition to full ensemble classes. The provision of the weekly
instrumental lesson is the teacher's major priority. As there is only one lesson
per the 6-day week, missing a lesson will have a major impact on student
progress. Schools are asked to bear this in mind when scheduling events.
Given sufficient notification, class times can generally be altered so that
lessons can still be delivered to all students.
For the specialized music instruction, the music teacher’s schedule will allow
for 45 to 60-minute blocks where he/she can instruct homogenous groups of
beginning students (e.g., flute students, trumpet students, or violin students).
For example, flute students during their first year are learning the nuts and
bolts of their specific instrument—how to properly hold the flute, create a
strong tone, and the basic fingerings of their first scale. The flute is played
quite differently from the trumpet; therefore, beginning students should be
taught separately, in homogeneous instrument groups.
As beginners, it is important that students also take part in full ensemble
classes. This brings together all students into a band or orchestral setting.
Every instrument has a specific role in the music that is played. During full
ensemble classes, students become engaged in following a conductor and
listening to all of the different parts around them and how their own
instrument fits into the musical experience. Through playing in an ensemble
they are learning to collaborate, work as a team, and follow directions.

An Instrumental Music Schedule includes the day, dates, times and students
required during each rotational schedule. On average, a student will miss only
one class during a 6-week period.

STUDENT SELECTION
All 4th–8th grade students should be afforded an opportunity to play an
instrument and participate in the Instrumental Music program.

CRITERIA FOR SELECTION
To be accepted into an instrumental music program, students must satisfy
the following criteria:
• Willingness to participate in the instrumental music program
• Enthusiasm and aptitude for music as demonstrated through
participation in the general classroom music program
• Adequate parental support
• Appropriate physical characteristics for their selected instrument
(for example, length of arms for trombone)
• Ability to meet the requirements of the program (students must
attend the Specialized Music Instruction during their regularly
scheduled classes for their instrumental lesson and must be prepared
to practice daily)

COMMITMENT TO WORK
Before accepting a place in the program, careful consideration should be given
by both students and their parents to the commitment required to learn
instrumental music, particularly in the event of a clash with other interests
such as sport, dance, and acting classes. Over commitment in a number of
activities making competing demands on student time is a big factor in
student drop-out from instrumental music in the first two to three years.
New for 2017-18 school year, a signed student contract must be on file. This
can be found in the back of this handbook.

PROVISION OF INSTRUMENTS
Each year, PPS provides hundreds of quality music instruments to students
from grades 4 through 12. Specialized instrumental music classes are
designed to lead to the development of performing groups such as a concert
band or orchestra at the secondary level.

CHOICE OF INSTRUMENTS
Students are given the opportunity to select instruments at the beginning of
the year. Instrumental Music Specialists will make recommendations to
students based on multiple factors (i.e., physical size, physical ability,
instrument availability). Students will be an active part of the placement
process.

CHANGING INSTRUMENTS
It is not recommended that students change instruments after one has been
determined. Playing an instrument requires long-term, focused practice, and
changing instruments can prohibit musical growth. In the event that students
are unable to produce a tone on the designated instrument, the Instrumental
Music Specialist will determine next steps.

INSTRUMENT LOANS
The district will provide students with instruments to use during the school
year if students do not own instruments.

LOAN AGREEMENTS
It is the responsibility of parents and students to return school-owned musical
instruments in the same general conditions in which they were received.
Parents are responsible for the financial deductible or replacement costs
should the school-owned instrument being used by their child become
damaged, stolen, or lost.
A completed/signed Bond Agreement Form must be on file before the musical
instrument is released into the student’s possession to take home.

HELPING YOUR CHILD
Any parent of a musician wants their child to success. You may be wondering;
how can I help my child be successful? There are plenty of ways to help, and
the main way to is to encourage practice regularly throughout the week. It
doesn’t have to take long, but it should be done on a regular basis. Your
child’s teacher is only one person, and your child can’t learn an instrument
alone!

TRIED AND TRUE STRATEGIES FOR SUCCESSFUL PRACTICE
1. Schedule a regular daily practice time for 15-30 minutes.
2. Have a place for practice that is comfortable, and free from distractions.
3. Make sure that they have all necessary materials (reeds, valve oil, rosin
etc.).
4. Encourage them to practice with their play-along CD in their book. If
they don’t have one, reach out to your child’s instrumental music
teacher.
5. If your child is struggling, look into private or group lessons (see our
webpage for a current list of community resources).
6. Encourage them to play for YOU! You are their biggest cheerleader, and
your support may just be enough to motivate them.

SUMMARY OF
RESPONSIBILITIES
ARTS EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT

Provide
collaboration,
advice, and
support to schools
on matters
relating to
instrumental
music as part of
the total arts and
music program
Provide the
Curriculum and
Instructional
Guidelines and
tools for the
instrumental
music program
Provide the initial
set of instruments
for schools and
surplus
instruments for
the expansion of
the program
Monitor and
assess student
progress
Repair musical
instruments

SCHOOL

INSTRUMENTAL
MUSIC SPECIALIST

STUDENT

PARENT/
GUARDIAN

Support the
classroom music
program which is
linked with the
school’s
instrumental
provision through
the Arts Education
department

Design and deliver
a satisfactory
teaching program
in collaboration
with the general
music teacher

Work to his/her
best capacity
during lessons and
rehearsals

Supervise and
encourage their
child’s practice at
home

Participate in the
ongoing review
and planning of
instrumental
music lessons

Assist schools in
the selection of
beginner students

Practice regularly,
particularly the
work set for each
week

Support their
child’s
participation in
required musical
activities

Provide suitable
accommodations
for instrumental
music lessons

Organize teaching
schedule for
campus

Care for and keep
up with his/her
instrument

Assist THE child in
caring for the
instrument

Monitor and
assess student
progress
Provide resources
for expendables
for instrumental
music

Monitor, assess
and report on
student progress
Communicate with
both the school
and Arts
Education
department as
required

Monitor and
assess progress

Monitor and
assess child’s
progress
Return the
instrument at the
end of the loan
period (or at the
student’s
withdrawal from
program or school)
Sign the Student
Contract and Bond
Agreement Form

Advise schools on
the selection of
students,
especially with
regard to their
physical suitability
for the instrument
selected/offered

THE BENEFITS OF
MUSIC EDUCATION
WHY LEARN MUSIC IN SCHOOL?
Because Music . . .
•
•
•
•
•
•

Develops skills needed by the 21st Century workforce: critical and analytical thinking,
creative problem solving, effective communication, teamwork and more
Keeps students engaged in school and less likely to drop out
Improves the atmosphere for learning
Helps students achieve in other academic subjects like math, science, and reading
Helps communities share ideas and values among cultures and generations
Is a disciplined human behavior with intrinsic value to society

Music provides students with the opportunity to . . .
•
•
•
•
•

Express themselves in verbal and non-verbal ways
Appreciate diverse perspectives, openness and flexibility in thinking
Develop a high level of self-awareness and self-confidence
Take risks and solve problems creatively
Embrace a variety of unique ways to gain insights about cultural and historical issues
Develop a rich and healthy sense of beauty and imagination

•
(reprinted from “Keep Music Education Strong”)

BENEFITS TO THE BRAIN: COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT
Adults who receive formal music instruction as children have more robust brainstem responses to
sound than peers who never participate in music lessons and that the magnitude of the response
correlates with how recently training ceased. These results suggest that neural changes
accompanying musical training during childhood are retained in adulthood.
Skœ, E. & Kraus, N. (2012). A Little Gœs a Long Way: How the Adult Brain Is Shaped by Musical Training in Childhood, Journal of
Neuroscience, 32 (34) 11510. DOI: 10.1523/ JNEUROSCI.1949-12.2012

Students at the four elementary schools with high-quality music programs scored better than students
participating in programs considered to be of lower quality.
Students in middle schools with excellent music programs had higher English test scores across the
country than students in schools with low-quality music programs; this was also true when
considering mathematics.
Journal for Research in Music Education, June 2007; Dr. Christopher Johnson Jenny Memmott

341 South Bellefield A
Anthony Hamlet, Ed
.D., Superintendent of Schools

ARTS EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM
STUDENT CONTRACT
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES:

1. I agree to attend all of my scheduled music lessons, and understand that it is my
responsibility to remember to do this.
2. I agree to take my instrument, book, music, and a pencil to each lesson.
3. I agree to behave myself during rehearsals and follow directions, as our time together is
very limited.
4. I agree to practice my instrument at home on a regular basis.
5. I agree to make up any classroom work I may miss while attending my lesson.
6. I understand that the Pittsburgh Public Schools band and orchestra are performing groups,
and that I am a very important member of a team. I agree to make every effort to attend
all concerts and performances (including evening performances) wearing the proper
concert attire.
7. I understand that I must take very good care of my instrument and if I suspect a problem
with the instrument’s performance I will report it to my Instrumental Music Specialist.
8. I understand I may be dropped from the instrumental music program if I am unable to
uphold these responsibilities.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Student Signature
Student’s full name (please print)
I have read the above contract and understand my child’s responsibilities regarding
participation in the instrumental music program. I will do everything possible to encourage
my child to practice at home regularly, make sure he/she attends to the concerts, and help
him/her fulfill all the responsibilities on this contract.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Parent or Guardian’s Signature
Date

The Pittsburgh Public Schools (PPS) does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs,
activities or employment and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. Inquiries may be directed to the Title IX
Coordinator or the Section 504/ADA Title II Coordinator at 341 S. Bellefield Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213 or 412.529.HELP (4357).

341 South Bellefield A

ARTS EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

BOND FOR MUSICAL INSTRUMENT
FURNISHED
PLEASE PRINT:

Instrument Issued to: ___________________________________ School ______________________
(Last Name, First Name Middle Initial)

Instrument: ___________________________________________________________________
Serial Number: _____________________________ District ID Number: _________________
Manufacturer: _________________________________________________________________
Replacement Value: $ __________________________________
Purpose of issue: For use in the music study in the Pittsburgh Public Schools, with the Privilege of taking
instrument home for practice.

Authorized by: _________________________________________________ Date _______________________
(Music Teacher)

I hereby acknowledge the musical instrument specified above is the property of the School District of
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
I agree to be responsible for the care and safety of this instrument and to return it to the District upon
demand or at the termination of attendance by student at issuing school.
In the event of loss, or damage, to this instrument, I shall pay the School District the value of as listed above.
The District reserves the right to prorate for a lost part – (i.e. violin bow or a trumpet mouthpiece) that can be
replaced without replacing the entire instrument.
I have read and understand the conditions above.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Parent or Guardian Signature)

(Date)

Home Address _______________________________________________________________________Zip _______________
Phone Number __________________________Email Address __________________________________________________
ISSUE ONE COPY TO EACH OF THE FOLLOWING:
•
•
•
•

District Music Coordinator
School Office
Teacher
Parent

Date Issued ____________________________________
Issued By ______________________________________
Date Received __________________________________
Received by ____________________________________

The Pittsburgh Public Schools (PPS) does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs,
activities or employment and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. Inquiries may be directed to the Title IX
Coordinator or the Section 504/ADA Title II Coordinator at 341 S. Bellefield Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213 or 412.529.HELP (4357).

