Annual Review of 2017-2018: Provident Charter School Overview
School Name
Grades Served
Most Recent Site Visit
School Contact Information
Neighborhood Location
School Leadership
Most Recent Renewal
PPS Enrollment
Total Enrollment

Provident Charter School
3-6 (to be 2-8)
November 13, 2018
1400 Troy Hill Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15212; (412) 709-5160
Troy Hill
Mr. David Zeiler, Principal & CEO
N/A
79
136

2016-2017 Student Demographics
Gender
Female
39.7
Male
60.3
Race/Ethnicity
African American
36
Asian/Pacific Islander
2.9
Hispanic/Latino
0
Multiracial/Other
5.2
Native American
0
White
55.9
Historically Underserved
Economically Disadvantaged
39
Students with Disabilities
66.9
English Language Learners
0

School Year
2017-2018

All
85.00%

Attendance Rate
African American
White
81.00%
88.50%

ED
IS

SWD
86.40%

First year of attendance data
IS = Insufficient Sample
SWD = Students with Disabilities
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Annual Review of 2017-2018: Provident Charter School Academic Performance
School Performance Profile Score
The School Performance Profile (SPP) Score is a building level academic score based on academic
achievement, growth and other academic indicators. The information in the SPP is also used for
determining federal accountability status for Title I schools.
School Performance Profile Score
2013-14 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18
53.3
53.4
Source: www.paschoolperformance.org

The School Performance Profile (SPP) Score increased very slightly from the previous year. While the SPP
score is no longer the measure used for federal accountability reporting, the score is still calculated for
each school and is based on the same measures as prior SPP scores, which includes progress towards
closing the achievement gap.

The annual Pennsylvania System School Assessment (PSSA) is a standards-based, criterion-referenced
assessment which provides students, parents, educators and citizens with an understanding of student and
school performance related to the attainment of proficiency of the academic standards. Every Pennsylvania
student in grades 3 through 8 is assessed in English Language Arts and Math. Every Pennsylvania student in
grades 4 and 8 is assessed in science. (www.education.pa.gov)
PSSA
Accountability
Performance
ELA
2016-2017
2017-2018
Math
2016-2017
2017-2018
Science
2016-2017
2017-2018

All

African
American

White

Economically
Disadvantaged

IEP

11.8
22.8

6.3
10.9

12.9
30

N/A
16

15.6
16.7

19.6
13.4

12.5
2.2

22.6
21.4

N/A
6.1

25
14.3

60.7
48.8

N/A
IS

77.8
70

N/A
IS

77.8
43.3

Source: Required Federal Accountability Reporting

In 2018, there were declines in Math and Science performance in all reporting student groups. All student
groups showed an increase in ELA performance.

PVAAS is Pennsylvania's Value-Added Assessment System. Value added is a statistical analysis used to
measure a district's, school's or teacher's influence on the academic progress rates of groups of students
from year to year (growth). PVAAS is not a test. It uses existing test data from the PSSA and Keystone
Exams. PVAAS results from the past two years are presented in the table below.
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PVAAS

Growth
Measure

Average
Growth
Index

ELA

2017-2018

0.0

0.00

Math

2017-2018

-2.1

-1.50

Source: pvaas.sas.com

PVAAS reporting for 2018 shows Evidence that the school met the standard for PA Academic Growth in ELA
and Moderate evidence the school did not meet the standard for PA Academic Growth in Math.

Future Ready PA Index
The Future Ready PA Index is a collection of school progress measures related to school and student
success. The index includes a range of assessment, on-track, and readiness indicators to more accurately
report student learning, growth, and success in the classroom and beyond.

On-Track Measures
Regular Attendance
This indicator is the percentage of students enrolled in a school for 60 or more days and present 90 percent
or more of these school days. This is a lagging indicator, indicating data is from the year prior to the
reporting year.
All student group Meets Performance Standard
Percent of Students with Regular Attendance 85.0%

Early Indicators of Success
There are two Early Indicators of Success.
Percent Grade 3 Reading : This indicator is the percentage of students who demonstrate on-track
performance measured by a locally selected assessment of the state issued Grade 3 English Language Arts
(ELA) PSSA test.
Percent Grade 7 Mathematics : This indicator is the percentage of students who demonstrate on-track
performance measured by a locally selected assessment or the state issued Grade 7 Mathematics PSSA
test.
Grade 3 Reading
All Student Group
Percent Grade 3 Reading

2/4/2020

18.2%

Grade 7 Mathematics
All Student Group
Percent Grade 7 Math
N/A
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College and Career Measures
Career Standards Benchmark
This indicator represents the percent of students who demonstrate engagement in instruction and
activities to satisfy the Career Education and Work Academic Standards as mandated by Chapter 4
Regulations and in accordance with District Comprehensive Plans and Chapter 339 K-12 Guidance Plans.
School entities must demonstrate that students have met the full continuum of career readiness
expectations as defined for each grade span.
All Student Group Exceeds Performance Standard
Percent Career Standards Benchmark 100.0%
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Annual Review of 2017-2018: Provident Charter School Findings and Recommendations

The findings and recommendations for categories rated as Insufficient or Sufficient with
Exceptions presented below are based on observations and the review of requested resources by
the PPS Review Team at the charter school annual site visit. Findings should be addressed prior
to the next annual visit (time permitting). Any findings and/or recommendations considered a
possible violation of the charter agreement with PPS and/or the PA Charter School Law must be
addressed prior to the next annual site visit.
Findings:
Administration: N/A
Assessment Insufficient: Deficiencies were found in the following areas:
1. Declines in Math and Science performance in all student groups.
Charter Office No evidence of communication to parents re: extracurricular activities.
Parents were not aware of schedule for Board of Trustees meetings.
No parental representation on the Board of Trustees
Insufficient evidence of parent or student surveys
Very minimal parent involvement in meetings
Parents who attended site visit did not know what SDIs and interventions were
being used for their kids.
Curriculum Insufficient: Insufficient or no evidence was found in the following areas:
1. Evidence of data-driven school improvement planning
2. Curriculum and instruction practices that address the developmental and
academic needs of students
3. Curriculum and instruction practices that support increased achievement of
students performing below state standards in literacy and math
4. Evidence of innovative teaching strategies
5. Teachers observed implementing innovative instructional strategies that
increase student engagement and achievement
6. Curriculum is documented, non-sectarian, and aligned with PA Core
Standards
Facilities: See report.
Finance: No evidence of fundraising activities, because parents have decided against it.
All other categories rated as sufficient.
Special Education: School is not in compliance with IDEIA and FAPE requirements for special
education, based on the results from the 17-18 Cyclical PDE Monitoring.
Modified assessments are sufficient with exceptions. Samples were provided.
The modifications provided included a reduction in the number of answers.

Recommendations:
Administration: N/A
Assessment Provide a plan for addressing the declines in Math and Science
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Annual Review of 2017-2018: Provident Charter School Findings and Recommendations

Charter Office Address deficient findings.
Curriculum *Data meetings to discuss and collaborate student progress/needs may provide
additional information to identify strengths and weaknesses of student
performance to support student learning.
* Differentiation with student groups to support the instructional practices to
support the needs of all students
* Students should have access to grade level resources and materials. Many of
the instructional practices support remediation. Students have limited
instructional opportunities to work with their grade level learning targets.
* Additional teacher professional development may be needed to work with staff
to ensure that the application of the pedagogical approach for dyslexia enhances
student learnings.
* Traditional teaching methods were utilized, and teachers were following the
scripts of the programmed instructional resources. Innovative teaching strategies
were not observed.
* No evidence in classrooms of enrichment supports
* Curricular alignment should match the instruction observed in the classrooms.
* Continue professional development with standard base instruction. Work with
staff and students to understand the importance of the learning targets.
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1. Comments: Although benchmark and progress monitoring tests are
administered, there was no evidence of shared planning, based on data,
opportunities to support teachers as they identify and organize strategies and
resources that may lead to student increased achievement.
2. Small groups were working on the same activity with little/no additional
supports provided. Students that were able to do the work, waited for their
peers to “catch up”.
3. There was little evidence to support curriculum and instructional practices are
used to increase student achievement. Foundational skills are being taught at
the middle school levels. Grade level instructional materials were not evidenced
in the classrooms. Remediation materials appear to be for core instruction.
Students have limited opportunities to grade level instruction.
5. There is a list of “Services Available” but no evidence that the services
strategies are effective in increasing student achievement for at-risk students.
8. Teachers implemented programmed instructional resources, i.e.. Wilson,
Fundations…They followed scripts based on the resources utilized. Students do
not appear to be challenged with the materials presented.
11. During the classroom observations, students were working and completing
activities with the groups. There were no discipline issues observed. In several
classrooms, the student work did not push student rigor. The focus of
instruction is phonetic with limited access to text. Decodable text was not
provided to the students to connect phonics instruction with gradual release to
text. Additionally, leveled readers and/or grade level texts were not evidenced
in many of the rooms. Student selections were limited to encourage choice of
what to read with specifics to genre, themes, topics. Limited high interest
reading materials to encourage reading for pleasure was observed. Based on the
focus of the school, which is dyslexia, the curriculum was limiting in providing
students choice, that would promote and encourage student strengths and
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students choice, that would promote and encourage student strengths and
interests, a print-rich environment in classrooms could provide multisensory
experiences for students
14. Curriculum provided in the review documents is documented and align to
PS Core Standard. The instruction in the classroom did not support the
documentation provided. Benchmark Literacy was listed curricula provided.
There was a scope and sequence and materials leveled with comprehension
resources at for grade level noted in the packets we were given. As we visited
the classrooms, there were no observable Benchmark materials being utilized.
Evidence of the materials was requested, we were told the school uses LLI for
comprehension. It has not been ordered and the school is anticipating it will be
ready for next year! .
15. There was evidence of “PA Core Standards and learning targets posted in
classrooms, however, the instruction and work students were completing did not
align. Additionally, students could not articulate what the learning targets were
or the importance of the work they were doing to meet grade level expectations.

Finance: N/A
Facilities: See report.
Special Education: N/A
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