2017-2018 Annual Review: Hill House Passport Academy Charter School Annual Overview
School Name
Grades Served
School Contact Information
Neighborhood Location
School Leadership
Most Recent Renewal
PPS Enrollment
Total Enrollment

Hill House Passport Academy Charter School
9-12 (students who have dropped out)
510 Heldman Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15219; (412) 376-3724
Hill District
Mr. Jeffrey Jackson
Upcoming June 2019
136
136

2016-2017 Student Demographics
Gender
Female
62.67
Male
37.33
Race/Ethnicity
African American
94.67
Asian/Pacific Islander
0
Hispanic/Latino
0
Multiracial/Other
1.33
Native American
0
White
4
Historically Underserved
Economically Disadvantaged
16
Students with Disabilities
24.67
English Language Learners
0

School Year
2016-2017

All
53.29%

Graduation Rate
African American
53.19%

White
57.14%

ED
39.13%

IEP
50.00%

Source: PDE
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2017-2018 Annual Review: Hill House Passport Academy Charter School Academic
Performance
School Performance Profile Score
The School Performance Profile (SPP) Score is a building level academic score based on academic
achievement, growth and other academic indicators. The information in the SPP is also used for
determining federal accountability status for Title I schools.

2013-14
N/A

School Performance Profile Score
2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18
N/A
36.8
34.7
29.6

Source: PDE

The Keystone Exams are end-of-course assessments designed to assess proficiency in the subject areas of
Algebra I, Literature and Biology. The Keystone Exams are one component of Pennsylvania's new system of
high school graduation requirements (delayed until the 2019-2020 school year). Results from the Keystone
Exams are also used in the academic achievement and growth measure calculations on the SPP. Results
from the last three tested years are presented in the table below.

Keystone
Accountability
Performance
Literature
2014-2015
2015-2016
2016-2017
2017-2018
Algebra
2014-2015
2015-2016
2016-2017
2017-2018
Biology
2014-2015
2015-2016
2016-2017
2017-2018

All

African
American

White

Economically
Disadvantaged

IEP

5.9
14.3
21.4
8.3

0
13
22.5
8.3

N/A
N/A
N/A
IS

N/A
5.6
23.7
IS

N/A
N/A
N/A
IS

5.9
1.9
4.4
2.8

0
2
4.7
2.8

N/A
N/A
N/A
IS

N/A
0
5
IS

N/A
N/A
N/A
IS

0
0
0
2.8

0
0
0
2.8

N/A
N/A
N/A
IS

N/A
0
0
IS

N/A
N/A
N/A
IS

Source: Required Federal Accountability Reporting
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2017-2018 Annual Review: Hill House Passport Academy Charter School Academic
Performance
PVAAS is Pennsylvania's Value-Added Assessment System. Value added is a statistical analysis used to
measure a district's, school's or teacher's influence on the academic progress rates of groups of students
from year to year (growth). PVAAS is not a test. It uses existing test data from the PSSA and Keystone
Exams. PVAAS results from the past two years are presented in the table below.
PVAAS
Algebra 2015-2016
* 2016-2017
2017-2018

Growth Measure

Average Growth Index

-17.6

-4.17

-2.8

-0.46

Literature 2015-2016
2016-2017
2017-2018

-2.7
-1.3
-13.6

-0.83
-0.26
-2.5

Biology 2015-2016
* 2016-2017
2017-2018

-11.3

-2.56

Source: pvaas.sas.com; *N too small for PVAAS calculations

Future Ready PA Index
The Future Ready PA Index ia a collection of school progress measures related to school and student
success. The Index includes a range of assessment, on-track, and readiness indicators to more accurately
report student learning, growth, and success in the classroom and beyond.

On-Track Measures
Regular Attendance
This indicator is the percentage of students enrolled in a school for 60 or more school days and present 90
percent or more of these school days. This is a lagging indicator indicating data is from the year prior to the
reporting year.
All Student Group Did Not Meet Attendance Performance Standard
Percent of Students with Regular Attendance
6.20%
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Performance
College and Career Measures
Career Standards Benchmark
This indicator represents the percent of students who demonstrate engagement in instruction and
activities to satisfy the Career Education and Work Academic Standards as mandated by Chapter 4
Regulations, and in accordance with District Comprehensive Plans and Chapter 339 K-12 Guidance Plans,
school entities must demonstrate that students have met the full continuum of career readiness
expectations as defined for each grade span.
All Student Group Exceeds Performance Standard
Percent Career Standards Benchmark
100.0%
High School Graduation Rate
Percent Graduation 4-Year Cohort: This indicator is the percentage of students who graduate with a high
school diploma in a four-year cohort group. This measurement is a lagging indicator.
Percent Graduation 5-Year Cohort: This indicator is the percentage of students who graduate with a high
school diploma in a five-year cohort group. This measurement is a lagging indicator.
Four-Year Cohort
All Student Group Meets Interim
Goal/Improvement Target
53.3%
Percent Graduation 4-Yr

Five-Year Cohort
All Student Group
Percent Graduation 5-Yr

52.8%

Industry-Based Learning
This indicator is the percentage of 12th graers that demonstrate at least one of the following:
* Scored competent or advanced on Industry Standards-Based Competencey Assessments (NOCTI/NIMS)
* Earned at least one Industry-Recognized Credential
* Completed a Work-Based Learning Experience

Industry-Based Learning
All Student Group
Percent Industry-Based Learning
Statewide Average

6/13/2019

6.1%
23.8%

Advanced on Industry-Based Competency
Assessment
All Student Group
Percent Advanced
0.0%
Statewide Average
5.7%
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Performance
Rigorous Courses of Study
This indicator is the percentage of 12th graders who participated in at least one Rigorous Course of Study,
defined as Advanced Placement (AP), International Bacclaureate (IB), or dual credit courses during grades 712, or in a concentrated CTE program of study.
Rigorous Courses of Study
All Student Group
Percent Rigorous Courses of Study
Statewide Average

9.8%
49.2%

Post Secondary Transition to School, Military, or Work
This indicator is the percentage of high school graduates who have enrolled in an institution of higher
education, enlisted in the military, or entered the workforce within sixteen (16) months after their
graduation date. This is a lagging indicator.
Post Secondary Transition
All Student Group
Post Secondary Education
Enlisted Military
Entered PA Workforce

22.2%
8.6%
74.1%

Source: Future Ready PA Index
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2017-2018 Annual Review: Hill House Passport Academy Charter School Findings and Recommendations

The findings and recommendations presented below are based on observations and the review
of requested resources by the PPS Review Team at the charter school annual site visit. Findings
should be addressed prior to the next annual visit. Any findings and/or recommendations
considered a possible violation of the charter agreement with PPS and/or the PA Charter School
Law must be addressed prior to the next annual site visit.
Findings:
Administration: Attendance: Inconsistent documentation of attendance and graduation
completion. Students questioned during visit reported not attending or engaging
in programming regularly for weeks at a time or being "persuaded" to attend.
Attendance is not systemically monitored.
Special Services/Partnerships: The documents were not updated. The three
providers with signed documents were from 2016. The only partnership that
appears to be active is Teen Parenting, which is a PPS program. All documents
provided as evidence were outdated or fraudulent.
PDE College and Career readiness educational programming is not evident.
Career and technical education programming is not evident.
Students are not actively engaged in instruction, rather minimal assignment
completion.
Students are not consistently deemed as "drop-outs" prior to enrollment.
Enrollment procedures are not clear/evident.
Withdrawal procedures are not clear/evident.
No evidence of curriculum implementation as indicated in the guides. The
courses are copies of PPS curriculum titles. Student observations and artifacts
indicates online assignments with no direct instruction and teacher support to
complete seat time requirement.
School discipline plan appears to be copied from another entity. The information
listed is not applicable to the school/structure.

Assessment The School Performance Profile score has declined for the past three years.
There has been insufficient closure of the performance gap for All and HU
students.
Keystone Literature performance declined in 2018.
Keystone Algebra performance declined in 2018.
Keystone Biology performance remained significantly low.
The school is not effectively meeting the academic needs of this at-risk
population.
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2017-2018 Annual Review: Hill House Passport Academy Charter School Findings and Recommendations
Charter Office Current school nurse is not certified. Working on certification.
Classes on Monday - Thursday. Conflicts with school calendar. How meeting
days/hours requirement?
Annual Report to PDE is incomplete. Sections are missing. Report was also
submitted to PDE late.
Charter School Plan was last updated in 2016.
Safe Schools Report shows no incidents. Is this accurate?
Description of staff is insufficient (see requested resources).
Student discipline policy is insufficient.

Curriculum As in prior year, there is no evidence that the curriculum and Instruction
practices support the increased academic achievement of students performing
below grade level state standards' expectations in literacy and math, because
there is no evidence of a through line between the assignments students
complete and their skill levels. The assessments are not connected to state
standards.
As in the prior year, additional support is given to students who need support,
but the support is not based on skill data connected to standards and/or eligible
content. It is solely based on completion of tasks.
As in the prior year, there is evidence of the administration of multiple
assessment types, but no evidence of the use of data to inform instructional
decisions.
As in the prior year, there was evidence that remediation and enrichment support
exists, but no evidence of what learning experiences, materials, expected student
outcomes occur during these sessions. The evidence provided is a flyer noting
the times that remediation is offered. There are no other details.
As in the prior year, gaps in curricula are noted as being supplemented by
teachers, but there is no evidence of this supplementation: how it is structured,
materials selection, alignment to standards/eligible content, student work
samples, etc.
The only teaching strategies are online learning and direct instruction, neither of
which is innovative.
Some school policies appear to be copied from another source and are not
specific to the charter school.
There is no evidence of progress monitoring or description of assessments to
determine growth in the area of Reading.
Aside from offering English electives, there is no evidence of enrichment.

6/13/2019

Data, Research, Evaluation and Assessment

Prepared by: L. Augustin

2017-2018 Annual Review: Hill House Passport Academy Charter School Findings and Recommendations

Facilities: N/A - Relocation amendment request
Finance: Debt to Asset Ratio is 100%, meaning there are more debts than assets.
The days of unrestricted cash on hand is 76. Ideally, that should be between 90180 days.
The operating cash flow is -$83,617. This raises concerns about being able to
pay the bills without borrowing money or raising additional capital.
Negative in net assets released from restriction, -$43,493. Change of temporary
restricted net assets -$25,412. -$169,586 from 2016 remains unpaid. There will
be problems paying debt in the long run, and there is a negative operating cash
flow which means the school is taking money from other financing activities and
investment activities to pay the bills.
Current and future major fundraising documentation is insufficient.
Projected, unreserved fund balance for next school year documentation is
insufficient.
Special Education: Based on the results from the 15-16 Cyclical PDE Monitoring, the charter school
complied with all corrective action.
There is no evidence that the school discriminates in admissions policy. 19.7%
of the student population are identified as students with disabilities. This is
higher than the state average of 16.9%.
Recommendations:
Administration: Provide evidence for the teacher induction program e.g. agendas, notes, survey
results, meeting calendar.
Provide monthly instructional program offerings to parents/guardians.
Align counseling services to PDE certification.
Develop school discipline plan.
Address findings above.

Charter Office Provide evidence of nurse certification upon completion.
Complete and submit Annual Report on time.
Update Charter School Plan.

Curriculum Develop a through line between the assignments students complete and their
skill levels. Align the assessments to state standards/eligible content, and
provide learning pathways and goals for students based on these data. Routinely
monitor and adjust based on standards/eligible content based data.
Provide support to students based on skill data connected to standards and/or
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2017-2018 Annual Review: Hill House Passport Academy Charter School Findings and Recommendations
Provide support to students based on skill data connected to standards and/or
eligible content, not solely based on completion of tasks.
Use data gathered from assessments to research high yield pedagogy that will
best yield the gains in empowered independent learning that will suit the needs
of students in a systemic way. Research and outside partners need to be
consulted in order to improve Social Studies instruction within the classrooms
and professional development.
Re-evaluate what strategies are working and which are not. Discontinue the
ineffective strategies. How can students become more involved in content
discussions?
Provide teachers with professional development on teaching methods.
Create charter school specific policies.
Change make-up time to an afterschool activity so that school time can be
focused on instruction.

Finance: See findings

Facilities: N/A - Relocation amendment request
Special Education: Identify alternative curriculum for students in the event that it is needed.
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