2016-2017 Annual Review: Urban Pathways 6-12 Annual Overview
School Name
Grades Served
Most Recent Site Visit
School Contact Information
Neighborhood Location
School Leadership
Most Recent Renewal
PPS Enrollment
Total Enrollment

Urban Pathways Charter School 6-12
6-12
March 9, 2018
914 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222; (412) 392-4601
Downtown
Ms. Kathy Farland, CEO
July 2016
241
331

2016-2017 Student Demographics
Gender
Female
52.57
Male
47.43
Race/Ethnicity
African American
97.58
Asian/Pacific Islander
0
Hispanic/Latino
0.6
Multiracial/Other
1.51
Native American
0.3
White
0
Historically Underserved
Economically Disadvantaged
64
Students with Disabilities
21.45
English Language Learners
0.91

School Year
2014-2015
2015-2016
2016-2017

7/24/2018

All
97.44%
87.18%
97.30%

Graduation Rate
African American
100.00%
87.18%
97.30%

White
N/A
N/A
N/A
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ED
97.22%
85.29%
94.44%

IEP
N/A
N/A
N/A

Prepared by: L. Augustin

2016-2017 Annual Review: Urban Pathways 6-12 Academic Performance
School Performance Profile Score
The School Performance Profile (SPP) Score is a building level academic score based on academic
achievement, growth and other academic indicators. The information in the SPP is also used for
determining federal accountability status for Title I schools.
School Performance Profile Score
2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17
64.2
63.2
50.9
45.9
Source: www.paschoolperformance.org

The Keystone Exams are end-of-course assessments designed to assess proficiency in the subject areas of
Algebra I, Literature, and Biology. They are one component of Pennsylvania's new system of high school
graduation requirements (delayed until the 2019-2020 school year).
The annual Pennsylvania System School Assessment (PSSA) is a standards-based, criterion-referenced
assessment which provides students, parents, educators and citizens with an understanding of student and
school performance related to the attainment of proficiency of the academic standards. Every Pennsylvania
student in grades 3 through 8 is assessed in English Language Arts and Math. Every Pennsylvania student in
grades 4 and 8 is assessed in science. (www.education.pa.gov) Results from both the Keystone Exams and
PSSA are used in the academic and growth measure calculations on the SPP. The percent of proficient
students for the last three tested years are presented in the table below.

Keystone/PSSA
Accountability
Performance
ELA
2014-2015
2015-2016
2016-2017
Math
2014-2015
2015-2016
2016-2017
Science
2014-2015
2015-2016
2016-2017

All

African
American

White

Economically
Disadvantaged

IEP

32.1
36
27.6

31.9
36
27.1

N/A
N/A
N/A

29.4
32.5
22.4

0
10.3
0

11.7
10.6
12

11.9
10.6
12.3

N/A
N/A
N/A

12.1
9.9
11.9

4.3
0
0

31.6
20
17.9

32.4
20
18.1

N/A
N/A
N/A

28.6
15.5
15

N/A
0
6.7

Source: Required Federal Accountability Reporting
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2016-2017 Annual Review: Urban Pathways 6-12 Academic Performance
PVAAS is Pennsylvania's Value-Added Assessment System. Value added is a statistical analysis used to
measure a district's, school's or teacher's influence on the academic progress rates of groups of students
from year to year (growth). PVAAS is not a test. It uses existing test data from the PSSA and Keystone
Exams. PVAAS results from the past two years are presented in the table below.

PVAAS

Growth
Measure

Average
Growth
Index

ELA

2015-2016
2016-2017

5.5
-1.7

5.2
-1.58

Math

2015-2016
2016-2017

-3.3
1.3

-3.53
1.4

Keystone Algebra 2015-2016
Keystone Algebra 2016-2017

-7.2
-9.3

-2.46
-3.14

Keystone Biology
Keystone Biology

2015-2016
2016-2017

-1.5
-0.4

-0.45
-0.11

Keystone Literature 2015-2016
Keystone Literature 2016-2017

-7.1
-1.2

-2.33
-0.37

Source: pvaas.sas.com
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2016-2017 Annual Review:Urban Pathways 6-12 Findings and Recommendations

The findings and recommendations for categories rated as Insufficient or Sufficient with
Exceptions presented below are based on observations and the review of requested resources by
the PPS Review Team at the charter school annual site visit. Findings should be addressed prior
to the next annual visit. Any findings and/or recommendations considered a possible violation
of the charter agreement with PPS and/or the PA Charter School Law must be addressed prior to
the next annual site visit.
Findings:
Administration: Insufficient: Parent events are listed but there is no documentation that they
actually took place.
Partnerships are listed and the activities but no documentation provided to show
that they take place.
Pamphlets are available describing the Student Assistance Program but no actual
evidence that it takes place.
There is no documentation for the day-to-day school counselor. How are seniors
being prepared for college and/or life after high school?
Extra-curricular activities are described in the school handbook. It also mentions
that students can play with their "home" school teams. However, no evidence
provided to show collaboration between PPS and UP.
School-wide Plan has the names of participants but no actual documentation that
they participated.
Assessment Insufficient: Declines in performance in ELA and science. 0% proficiency in
Math for students with an IEP for the past two years, in ELA for two of the past
three years, and science for one of the past three years. Declining in SPP score
for the past three years. No progress made toward closing the gap for All and
HUP students in ELA/Lit.
Charter Office Insufficient: No evidence of programs/offerings that provide expanded
educational choices to students.
Curriculum Insufficient: There was insufficient or no evidence of the following:
1. Evidence of data-driven school improvement planning.
2. Curriculum and instruction practices that address the developmental and
academic needs of students
3. Curriculum and instruction practices that support increased achievement of
students performing below state standards in literacy and math
4. Effective strategies to boost academic achievement for at-risk students
5. Innovative teaching strategies
6. Multiple assessment types and use of data to inform instruction
7. Students and teachers actively engaged during classroom observations
8. Remediation and enrichment supports
9. Teachers implementing innovative instructional strategies that increase
student engagement and achievement
10. Curricula that is documented, non-sectarian, and aligned to PA Core
Standards
Facilities: See report.
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Finance: Insufficient: There was insufficient or no evidence of the following:
1. Current and future major fundraising activities
2. Projected, unreserved fund balance for next school year
Data, Research, Evaluation and Assessment
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2016-2017 Annual Review:Urban Pathways 6-12 Findings and Recommendations
2. Projected, unreserved fund balance for next school year
The funding sources were described only written as federal sources, state
sources and district.
The state audit is from previous years and cannot be used for this review.
Special Education: Bureau of Special Education Compliance Monitoring Review was completed in
2014. All corrective action items were completed:
1. Demonstrate compliance with public notice requirements.
2. Provide training regarding the special education process for staff responsible
for IEP development.
Recommendations:
Administration: Professional development needs to have a focus and be more frequent
throughout the school day and year.
Place ALL agendas and sign-in sheets with documentation. Proof is needed that
actual events took place.
Counseling: Provide the number of students that receive these types of support
and a calendar schedule of when and where this support takes place. Also
provide the areas of focus.
SAP: Provide information regarding when and where the SAP team meets.
Provide the agendas and minutes that provide the tier 2 and 3 interventions
(academic and instructional) that are taking place. Provide the percent of
students that move onto PSE testing and the percent that do not.
Extracurricular Activities: Make arrangements with PPS so that students are
given equal opportunity to participate.
Partnerships: Provide data to inform the implementation and the continuation of
community partnerships. Provide evidence to support the claims of community
partnerships.
Career and College Readiness: Provide information on how this course prepares
students for life after college. Explain the counselor's role in this area. It is not
evident in the documentation whether the school has a social worker or a
counselor and what counseling services actually take place.
Assessment Implement and provide evidence of a plan to address the declines in
performance and to make progress toward closing the achievement gap.
Charter Office Implement programs/offerings that provide expanded educational choices to
students.
Curriculum Use PA Core Standards Eligible Content to develop learning objectives (for the
appropriate grade band). Post and state the objectives to students during the
class in addition to connecting to prior and future lessons/knowledge.
Choose instructional materials that require higher level thinking skills to
increase rigor.
Develop a protocol for teachers to use and analyze the data from
OHS/benchmarks to share with students. Incorporate those findings into
interventions for deficiencies in specific Eligible Content.
Finance: Begin documenting funding sources and how they will be used.
Facilities: See report.
Special Education: N/A
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