2016-2017 Annual Review: Propel Charter School - Hazelwood Annual Overview
School Name
Most Recent Site Visit
Grades Served
School Contact Information
Neighborhood Location
School Leadership
Most Recent Renewal
PPS Enrollment
Total Enrollment

Propel Charter School - Hazelwood
April 3, 2018
K-6 (to be K-8)
5401 Glenwood Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15207; (412) 325-0492
Hazelwood
Lakiesha George, Principal
Due June 2019
195
273

2016-2017 Student Demographics
Gender
Female
52.75
Male
47.25
Race/Ethnicity
African American
80.95
Asian/Pacific Islander
2.2
Hispanic/Latino
4.03
Multiracial/Other
7.69
Native American
0.37
White
4.76
Historically Underserved
Economically Disadvantaged
81
Students with Disabilities
17.95
English Language Learners
0.37

School Year
2014-2015
2015-2016
2016-2017

Attendance Rate
African American

All
91.76%
96.23%

62.00%
96.00%

White
91.53%
97.81%

ED

IEP

91.78% 90.66%
96.16% 95.37%

Attendance data not available the first year
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2016-2017 Annual Review: Propel Charter School - Hazelwood Academic Performance
School Performance Profile Score
The School Performance Profile (SPP) Score is a building level academic score based on academic
achievement, growth and other academic indicators. The information in the SPP is also used for
determining federal accountability status for Title I schools.
School Performance Profile Score
2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17
44
65.6
Source: www.paschoolperformance.org; 2014-2015 first year of operation

The annual Pennsylvania System School Assessment (PSSA) is a standards-based, criterion-referenced
assessment which provides students, parents, educators and citizens with an understanding of student and
school performance related to the attainment of proficiency of the academic standards. Every Pennsylvania
student in grades 3 through 8 is assessed in English Language Arts and Math. Every Pennsylvania student in
grades 4 and 8 is assessed in science. (www.education.pa.gov)
PSSA
Accountability
Performance
ELA
2014-2015
2015-2016
2016-2017
Math
2014-2015
2015-2016
2016-2017
Science
2014-2015
2015-2016
2016-2017

All

African
American

White

Economically
Disadvantaged

IEP

29.5
26.5
38.8

21.3
22
35.9

N/A
N/A
N/A

26.8
26.5
40.6

N/A
9.1
19.4

9.7
13.3
13

8.3
11
10.3

N/A
N/A
N/A

7
13.3
13.4

N/A
4.5
0

68.8
38.2
43.9

62.5
28.6
42.4

N/A
N/A
N/A

66.7
34.5
44.4

N/A
N/A
27.3

Source: Required Federal Accountability Reporting

PVAAS is Pennsylvania's Value-Added Assessment System. Value added is a statistical analysis used to
measure a district's, school's or teacher's influence on the academic progress rates of groups of students
from year to year (growth). PVAAS is not a test. It uses existing test data from the PSSA and Keystone
Exams. PVAAS results from the past two years are presented in the table below.

PVAAS

Growth
Measure

Average
Growth
Index

ELA

2015-2016
2016-2017

-4.8
4.2

-3.24
3.48

Math

2015-2016
2016-2017

-5.4
5.3

-4.13
4.9

Source: pvaas.sas.com; N too small for calculation for missing subject(s)
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2016-2017 Annual Review: Propel Charter School - Hazelwood Findings and Recommendations

The findings and recommendations for categories rated as Insufficient or Sufficient with
Exceptions presented below are based on observations and the review of requested resources by
the PPS Review Team at the charter school annual site visit. Findings should be addressed prior
to the next annual visit. Any findings and/or recommendations considered a possible violation
of the charter agreement with PPS and/or the PA Charter School Law must be addressed prior to
the next annual site visit.
Findings:
Administration: Insufficient: Extracurricular activities - Documentation provided included
basketball teams, after school programming/tutoring, however, a link to PPS
arrangements evidence are absent. How is Propel working with PPS athletics for
interleague play? Is there communication to parents for middle school students
to participate on middle school sports teams?
Assessment Insufficient: Decline in progress toward closing the achievement gap for All
Students and Historically Underperforming Students in math and no change in
science at 0; Decline in science growth
Sufficient with Exceptions: slight decline in math performance.
Charter Office Insufficient: No evidence was provided for continued support from teachers,
parents, students and the community; response to concerns raised by students,
teachers, parents and the community; programs/offerings that provide expanded
educational choices to students
Curriculum Insufficient: No evidence of data-driven school improvement planning is
documented; No evidence that curriculum and instruction practices that address
the developmental and academic needs of students are established; No evidence
that curriculum and instruction practices that support increased achievement of
students performing below state standards in literacy and math are established;
No evidence that the school implements effective strategies to boost academic
achievement of at-risk pupils; No evidence of innovative teaching strategies; No
evidence of multiple assessment types and use of data to inform instruction; No
evidence of teachers and students being actively engaged in learning; No
evidence of remediation and enrichment supports; No evidence of teachers
implementing innovative instructional strategies that increase student
engagement and achievement; Insufficient evidence that the curriculum is nonsectarian and aligned with PA Core Standards.

Facilities: See report.
Finance: Insufficient: No documentation of current and future major fundraising
activities provided
Sufficient with Exceptions: Fiscal solvency is sufficient with exceptions.
Propel - Hazelwood has a budgetary reserve with a specific amount that was not
specified or documented, but they have stated that there is money in the
budgetary reserve for unexpected expenditures.
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2016-2017 Annual Review: Propel Charter School - Hazelwood Findings and Recommendations

Special Education: Sufficient with Exceptions: Written description of procedures used to identify
students for special education services; written description of instructional
strategies used for educating special education students and gifted students;
compliance with IDEIA and FAPE requirements for special education
Recommendations:
Administration: Have a Title I binder/crate on premises for review.
Work with PPS Athletic Director to plan possible interleague play.
Communication to parents about ability to play sports in home PPS school for
middle school students.
Assessment Provide evidence of a plan to address declines in performance, progress toward
closing the achievement gap, and growth. The plan should include performance
goals, measures and metrics for progress monitoring, and benchmarks.
Charter Office Provide evidence of continued support, response to complaints, and
programs/offerings that provide expanded educational choices to students.

Curriculum Provide tutors from their community to support struggling students.
There should be multiple measures to support student achievement.
To support student achievement and provide an entry point for all students to
have access to instruction based on data, instruction should be differentiated to
meet the needs of students.
Data should be evident in classrooms. Students should also have an opportunity
to keep track of their own progress and determine specific goals to achieve.
Clear expectations should be communicated to students to clarify the learning
and standards that must be made for each lesson.
To showcase student work, there should be PA Core Standard bulletin boards
that include standard, rubric, explanation of task, and actionable feedback to
increase student achievement.
Common Boards need to be completed daily and kept up to date and students
needs to be able to speak to the day's expectations.
Student work should be collected weekly and individual groups created based on
the data. Monthly displays showing students to meet the grade level Eligible
Content should be posted, aligned to the learning with the scope and sequence.
Align scope and sequences to PA Core Standards and not Common Core.

Finance: Document the amount of monies in the budgetary reserve so that it can be
determined if there is adequate money to cover any problems that may arise.
Facilities: See report.
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2016-2017 Annual Review: Propel Charter School - Hazelwood Findings and Recommendations
Special Education: Improvements suggested in the following areas:
1. The use of people first language that is focused on ability, constituting a
cultural shift. Some documents provided in official documentation, Belief and
Mission Statement, and Alternative Placement Procedures were evidence of this
need
2. Review of internal process for special education teachers and staff (manual or
handbook):
*IEP Process indicates meetings must be held 30 days prior to due
date - IDEA requires IEP be in place for 364 days. Clarification
may be needed.
*Alternative Placement procedures do not reference IEP goals,
progress monitoring or data collection and review.
3. Professional development on modifications and adaptions
4. Professional development on differentiation
5. Professional development on modified assessments and curriculum
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